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AVE I caught thee at laſt, old Abſtemious, indul- 
giv your withered Fancy with the Sight of naked 
uty ? — Hah ! old Cynick ! are all your publick 
Profeſſions of Woman-hating come to ſecret, ideal 
Fornication ? What do you call him, of old, who fell in Love with 
> | = Beauty of his own carving, was far more ſenſible in his Whims 
than you: He had Subſtance at leaſt to cling his Arms about: but 
thou Light and Shade only — Bleſs my Eyes! what do I behold ? 
The chaſte Nymph in H—g—?'s Hart's Progreſs is become the 

Idol of the virtuous Mr. Earneff's Adoration. 
Ear. The Painting in my Hand, I confeſs, has ſome Reſem- 
blance of the celebrated Picture you took it for: *Tis by the ſame - 


ingenious Artiſt ; and the Progreſs of a Female too; but a mar. 


whom I avowedly adore, as you and all your Countrymen ought. 

3 IJ. Ha! ha! a reaſonable Being adore Canvas and Colour! 
3 Nane Folly and Superſtition—Prithee, old Serious, where haſt thou 
| ſpent the Chriſmas Holy-days ? At Rome, or Bedlam p But come, 

wig ſee this precious Fair ; thjs painted Baby you would have me 
w to, | | 
Earn. Mr. Jef, you are of too ludicrous a Diſpoſition to be ad- 
mitted into the Myftery of this finiſh'd Portraiture ; you are by Na- 
ture a Trifler; hate all Subjects of Difficulty and Importance; make 
merry with the Foibles and Vices of the Age; and laugh at the Cala- 
mities of your Country; Therefore pardon me if I refuſe you a Sight 
of a Piece, perhaps the moſt intereſting to a Brita that ever was 
drawn by either Pen or Pencil. 25 | 
Je. Tis true, I am gay and unthinking by Nature; trivial Sub- 
jets are my Choice; and I own that Lhave lately generally laugh'd 
at the Miſeries and Complaints of my Countrymen; but, old Ac- 
quaintance, infer not from my outward Appearance, that Iam in- 
4% capable of either Compaſſion or Secrecy. If I have ſported with the 
15 Calamities of ſome; and the Complaints of others, it was not that ' 
| did not commilerate the firſt, Fo. | 
. | 2 to 0 
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FAIR = 2 
to the others; but becauſe it was every Day, at leaſt every /eventh 


Mar," in the Power of theſe oppreſſed Complainants to them- 
ſelves, and yet they ſtill complained, and were unhappy. Who, 


In his merry Senſes, could refrain lau hing at a people * ſet up 


for Wiſdom and Ræſolution; nay, and for 


irtue too; and yet, w 


have given the moſt pregnant Proof of being almoſt conſtantly Fol, | 


Cowards, and bribed Sycophants, for upwards of twenty Years ſus- 
ceſlively? They complain of the Decreaſe of Trade ; that France 
ets their oo; that they are oppreſs'd by Penal Laws ; that their 


ational Debt is inſupportable; that they have loſt all 1»/fuente oh . 


the Continent, by the Blunders or evil Intentions of their Mrs: 


In ſhort, they complain of a String of Ew1/s as long as a Collar of” 1 io 


S 8, or the hempen String, which ſome body deſerves" more than the 
Collar, and would not redreſs themſelves when they might. 
Harn. I am pleas'd to find you can be ſerious. | 

Feſt: No two-footed Animal living more fo, when I am got in- 
to honeſt Company; but what viſible creature can ſcrew up his 
Phiz, when he hears a Villain, who has voted for a blotted P—ce- 


mn every P—t ſince the Acceſſion, inveighing againſt the Ad- 


miniſtration, and complaining; of Taxes, Standing Armies, and all 
the other I in the general Regiſter? Who can be ſerious, when 


he hears a Levee-hanting R——d Aſs, who daily courts Powwer, àt 


the Expence of his Character and Conſcience, — es the 


Venality and Immorality of the Age? You ſhall hear another dig- 
nified Hypocrite complaining of the Growth of Sectaries, and the 
Want of Church- power, who had for many Years wiſhed and wrote 
againſt all Revealed Religion. You ſhall hear a P—=y C- I 
pitying the forlorn Queen of Hungary at White's, and adviſing Peace 
and a Neutrality at the C——1'T—le. Mr. Earneſt, Lam fick of 
the Age; I am out of all patience with my Countrymen. They 
are fickle as the Wind, inconſiſtent as 4theifts. They complain of 


the Corruption of their-Repre/entatives ; this Complaint is general, 
and has been annual, at leaſt ſince the preſent Admini/tration ; yet 


when theſe Beaſts of Burden have had the Power of changing Hands, 
and of electing ſuch Men as would eaſe and ſecure them from all 
evil Deſigns, what have they done? Have they acted like rational 


Creatures? No; they acted like Aſſes, bribed to jogg on by the 
Allurement of a freſh Thiſtle artfully thrown in their Way by their 
ſkilful Driver. 'They have, for the moſt part, cheſe thoſe very Men 


they had been exclaiming againſt for /even, fourteen; and perhaps 
#wenty Years before. Monſtrous Abſurdity.! they eomplain of the 


» Decreaſe of Trade, and yet they elect thoſe that had occaſioned the 
' Decreaſe. My dear Friend, I am ſo ſick of my Countrymen, that 


I beg to hear no more of them. TW 5 
: Earn, As your Conteg gur Countrymen ſpeaks the Since- 
ER: - J C@<: 4-4 "Wn 


4 
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L 3 
2 rity of your Concern for your Country, it is extuſable. But know, 


- my Friend, that a true Patriot never ſhines ſo bright as in Times 
„ of Danger and Difficulty. Does the Current, of Porver run ſtrong 
p againſt the Intereſt of his dear Country? are the generality of the 
0 People become diſſolute? are they degenerated ? are they corrupted 
5, to their own Undoing? are they made ſubſervient to the Views of 
= bad Men? ſtill will the virtuous Patriot redouble his Force to ſtem 
71 the overwhelming Tide. He proceeds, undaunted, to alarm the 
ir Deluded, and intimidate the Wicked. His Steadineſs confirms the 
N Wavering; and his glorious Reſolution ſtrikes Terror in the moſt 
2 Audacious and Powerful. Behold the ining fewv that have glo- 
* "viouſly ſtruggled for three times ſeven Years : See, I ſay, how fair 
ie the Proſpect, how alluring the Hopes from their Virtus and Steadi- 


«neſs. Already does fair Freedom raiſe her Head ; already does Trade 
exchange the Gloom upon her Aſpect for ſmiling Chearfulneſs ;- 


n- ff already:does Corruption ſhun the Light of Day; already does bright 

is Virtue extend her heavenly Wings oer the whole Land: And 

e- whence this Dawn of general Happineſs, but from the glorious Re- 

1- ſolution of a eau, a very few good Men amongſt us, who bowed not 

{1 to Baal, hor bartered their dear Country for ſordid Gain? This 

n Country, Mr. Je, this dear Country, is the Adel which: theſe glo- 

at rious few have tevered; tis that which you and J, and all think- 

1C ing Beings, ought to revere ; tis that which you ſaw me con- i} 
3 templating in the Painting I had in my Hand when you enter'd * 

1E the Room. Here, my worthy Friend, ſee the fair Britannia, the 44h 
re bright IA I adore; ſee her, in one Part of this finiſhed: Piece, "if 
-1 clothed in a Milk-white Robe, blooming as May, chearful as the 1 | 
te | © Summer's Dawn, rais'd high on a Pedeital ornamented with En- al: 
of ſigns of Victory, Power, Peace, and Rlenty: See how the Nations of | [7 
Y the Earth bow down to her : See the Riches of the World landed at | F 
of her Feet: See Liberty ſupported by her on one Side, and the Gor- 1 
il, gon Tyranny trampled _ on the other: See the Great States of 1 
et Europe differently repreſented, courting her Smiles, and ſuing for 1 
s, her Alliance or Protection. Here ſtands Fraxce, in the Figure of a = 
ul Nymph covered with a Mantle beſpangled with Flower-de-luces, in „ 90 
al a ſuppliant Poſture, bowing the Knee, and offering a regal Crown jp 

1e at the Feet of the high erected Britannia. There ſtands Spain ſub- it 
* miſſively receiving the Charter of her Poſſeſſions and Freedom, 7 
en from her generous Benefactreſs. Behold here the Empire crown'd 1. 
ps by her all- giving Hand. See there the Dutch kiſſing her Feet for 1 
ne the Bulwarks ſhe has ſet between them and the mantled Nymph. | ; 1 
ne See Foy, Hope, Gratitude, or Fear, in every Face around the exalted [- 11 
at bright Empreſs of the Main. | 1 
„ But behold, my Friend, the dire Rewer ſe of all this Scene of Tranſ- | 

f- port in the lower Part of the Picture. There Britannia 3 

1 «3 Þ f - , . „ 5 4 
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and awes the admiring * Here, alas! attired in Sab, he ou 
lues profirate at the Feet of the miantled Nymph, whom you ſee ſeat» || oY 
ed on an Imperial Throne, with a Scourge in one Hand, and Chaing 
in the other. Oh! Heart-breaking Sight! My Friend! my Heart 
burſts with Anguiſn— can no more. 312 3 
Iq. This Weakneſs, Mr. Tarnl, ill becomes one of your known 
Conſtaney and Reſolution. Why won't you truſt to the Conduct 
of that glorious Band whom you fo lately celebrated? They will 
pull down this exalted Tyrant, and once again raiſe the injured 
Britamna to her former Glory. n 
Far. —_— it would bo more, I am afraid, than Herculam 
> Labour: For ſee the once vigorous Eagh, Britamia's ancient Friend 
and Ally; fee, I ſay, how the Royal Bird — at the J- 
ram's Feet: See the Dutch y in Chains, and the | 
Diadem on the Head of a Slave, with his Arms pinnioned : See 
Spain, on the mantled Tyrant's left Hand, reaching out regal 
whs to two Youths adorn'd with Flower-de-kuces of a leſſer fize: 
See, my Friend, every Figure, every Part of this lower Part of the 
Picture, fignifying the high Power of our ancient Enemy, and the 
Miſery of our ancient Friends. I am fick of the Appearance, and, 
with your Leave, Mr. Jef, J will return the Picture to the inge- 
nious H—g=2, and, by your Aid, who art the Life and Spirit of | W 
all Company you honour with your Preſence, I will ftrive to for- Pre 
t my Cares, and baniſh from my Heart the Anxiety which this 
Ft — has _ in my Mind. | | * 
Je. I am contented, on ition ive me your Thoughts 
of the preſent State of our Affairs: For, totel you Trot, thoughT _ 
ſeldom trouble my Noddle about Politich, I don't know how it hap- 
I have a ſtrong Itch upon me. at this Time, to become a 
tterer 3 ſo that whilſt the Fit is hot upon me, I beg you would 
indulge me; tis poſſible I may be of ſome Uſe in Cauſe of 
Truth. You know I ſee much Company; of which, you are plea- 
fed to fay, I am the Life and Spirit. Who knows what Projetes 
T may make in my merry, unthinking Way? The facetious Saty- 
riſt often reelaims when the grave Divine fails. 4 
Tar. Since I perceive you can be grave, and hope you are 
— Rh — ' ; 
Fe. As Pultney himſelf —Oft has the Arch Temper felt my pulſe; 
* non bis Offers if I would but now and then whiter his 
= Geer Legion; but, I aſſure you, Mr. Earnef, I ſcorned all 
8 © Overtures of the kind. I never exchang'd a Word with either his 
1 id Scribes or frothy Orators. Though I am poor I am honeff, 
had rather tranſmit virtuous Poverty to my Deſcendents, than 
Afuence acquired by Corruption and Vice: | | 
"Earn. I doubt it not, my facetious Friend; would to Heaven al] 
S — © ws hoe © cant ann. 
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aint Feft. Nay, nay, flent not your 


Wiſh. Now, when . . 1 
eart in for wiſhing, Gad, I ſtretch up to the os when wp Hat 


* wolution ; no, I miſtake, I mean to the 25 Plat ch De- 
Own vil's in my Tongue when — 
duct Earn. I don't ſee any harm it has do 

will extended your Wiſhes, and your — too, — r <form pe- 


ared riod. We were happy after the Reforation ; we might have been 


happier after the Revolution, had we made a right Uſe of it ; and e+ 
kan „ NN e 

end! Je. Ay, what have wo keen? you mumble that Word as if 
75 you were afraid of ſpeaking out. Sure, Mr. Earnef, _ don't 
rial take me for an rformer ; te Tbs? a 
gee Earn, I really do not. | 


egal Fot. You — aftice ; therefore, prithee, old Mamps, 


2e: out with the Word Acceſton ; mouth it, and found it till you ring 
the it in the Ears of all the publick and priva rn 
the Earn. There is another more expreſive Word which I eſteem, 
and, would be more ſignificant and uſeful at this Juncture than that you 
nge- mention. F 


t of Word Acceſton towards informing you of the State of our paſt and 

for- preſent Condition? 

this Teft. Infinite Uſe. For Inſtance; at the Acceſſion, the fair Bri« 
; tannia, that ſame dear Girl, whom my ingenious Friend Hg. 

zhts had exalted in the upper Part of bis Canvas; ſhe, I ſay, at the A- 

7h I ceffen was dreaded by France and Spain, and revered by all Exrope 

ap- ides. She. had ſo humbled old Louis and his Grandchild, that, 


Gad, if there had not been the Devil and all of foul! Play by ſome 
one Or more headed, unnatural Puppies, all the Bawrbons had 
> of been at their laſt Prayers long before now. Sdeath! Mr. 
lea- | - do'ſt think that this letle P ent French Swaggerer, .this 15th Loni, 
hytes and his old Prieft at his Elbow, could ſay Yea and Nay, as he does 
y- at this preſent, to all the Sovereign F——1s on the Continent, if 
ſome bady you know had not been more ſolicitous about his Breeches 
are than his Chat: And a damn'd thread-bare, coarſe, ſcanty, louſy 
Pair of Breeches they are, let me tell you. I had once the Curiofity, 
Iſe; on a bright Summer's Day, to croſs the Deep, in order. to examine 
his this ſame curs'd Breeches;- but the duce a fair or fine Bit could I fee 
| all but what had been ſnip'd off the Chat. Vou know this ſame 


his Chak to have been one of the faireſt and richeſt in Ezrope ; there 


2 was never a Prince on the Continent, except Lowis, that would not 

Hoary dye y have exchanged all the Rags in his Wardrobe for it. But, 

| „ 
all Cheb, & kad oth hereto 4 no qu rn re th 


g | 
Lace and "Embroidery, fo 1 as js left of them, quite tarniſh'd.- 
-, WM , Nay, nay, old Merlin, wrinkle not thy Brow ſo ; for, Gad! con; 
4 + fidering how damn'd fond /ome body; and ſome body's Dau have been 
of their old Family-breeches, tis well that any of the Lace and Em- 
= broidery remains on the Chak. You may judge how paſſionately 
»s fond /ome body was, and to be ſure ſtill is, of this ſame home-ſpun 
0 Breeches, when he could hazard the loſing this fair Chak by entering 
x Into a late very extraordinary Bargain with a certain French Taylor, 
| who approached, prepared with Shzers and Meaſure, to take the. | 
Length and Breadth of this beloved Family Patch-wwork—but, faith! 
old Earneſt, ſo it is, that the Chak, and all thoſe that help'd tor 
Ipin; weave, and full it, may go to the D— „ fo the Breeehes 
n . 15 N (14.73 211 
Earn. I hope the Au is not ſo: prevalent in this Inſtance 
as you would make me believe it is; becauſe carrying it to too 
great a length would argue a Weakneſ5 ſcarce ever heard of before; 
and it would likkwiſe be a Proof of the rankeſt /rpratitude that ever 
had been ſhown towards a brave, willing, faithful Family of Do- 
meſticks. 18 8 ee 
| 570 You may hope as much as you will, o/d Careful ; but, Gad. 
ftretch you Hopes to the ce and let me tell you they will fail 
thee, if you 2 that dy does not love his Family Breeches 
better than a Chat, which his Dad was the Firſt of his Anceſtorg 
that ever had ſuch a one. As for your Ob/ervations of any body's - 
or no body's 4 and Ingratitude, you may ſtop Bottles with 
them. Spight of all your muſty Obſervations and Arguments, 
Men will be ſemper idem; nay, more, this ſame idem femper 
ſhall run thro' the Blood of the auho/e Race; ſo that, Gad, ever 
Mother's Son of them, ſhall have the ſame Taſte, the ſame Love 
for old Family Breecbes; in ſhort they ſhall all of them, from Ge- 
neration to Generation, be — | 
Earn. What, Mr. Feſt? e 
Feft; How you ſnap one up. What! why what, in the Name 
of Wonder, did you think would have followed ? | 
\ Earn. I can't tell. You are ſo apt to ſhoot your Bolt at ran- 
dom, that — E . 
- Fefl. You were afraid I ſhould run your Neck and my own into 
a Nooſe. Ha, ha! —Come, come, old Friend, Safe's the Word 
with with me, jocoſe and careleſs as I ſeem to be. I intended to 
fay no more than that it was very probable the Family, God bleſs 
them, Babes and all, would be: You knit your hoary Brows ſo, 
that, let me die, I can't ſay what they would or will be; but this 
I fay, that it was thought ſome body would have diſcharg'd the 
Steward on Dad's Death : But the Devil a bit, ſays — ;. the 
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Steward was continued, tho' it was believ'd he was mann 
3 | an 


— © (5: OOPnye" 
here to certain ſtanding Maxims, from which they never ſwerve, I 


am apt to think the ſame Seward would be ſtill kept in Place, if 
ſome body's Son's. turn were come. So, to put an end to the 9 | 


ment, or rather Tale, Semper idem is like to be the Word to 
End of the Chapter. N 
. Earn. You have made a pretty Spot of Work on't. Semper idem 
F | N 
. Gad. onger, 1 
. — 5 referred to he Chak in ſecula ſeculorum—Bat 
come; I am fick of the Thought, and many others that ſhall be bu- 
2 with me. Let us drop Maſks and Veil, and give every Man, 
ountry 


. we 5 whos we 20 and what we . like Wein Mr. 
arneſt, the ſerious Fit is now ſtrong upon me: Pray 1 me 
W Zee ; 27 * 
Earn. Vou ſeem to expect mighty Matters; ſuch as a Diſſertation 

upon Government, or ing as elaborate; but, my merry 
ene r 
Ja. Fiddle faddle—prithee no more of Inequality and Inabili- 
ty: All I deſire of, you is to ſpeak Truth. Sure it does not require 


> ery neg Talents to ſpeak. Truth: Have but Honeſty, my 


- 
4 


Life for't, T7uth- bolts out ſpon y : Don't think I flatter 
when I tell you, that I always look'd upon you as one of the H- 


. * - 


ne/teftl Fellows in the Nation. I loved thee for thy Honeſty 3. and 


kept thee Company, when I could have been better, diverted 


| . fox no Reaſon in the World, but becauſe you were EI 


and ſpoke Truth. I think we left off at the Word Aeegſtar; but 


you may higher if you will;; nay, you may hop up to the R- 


evolution, ou can find any thing there to help out the Colouring 
of your Picture of poor Britannia. . You may ſay that ſhe, fair 
Nymph, had almoſt all the Trade of the known World, before 
the al Conduct of James II. gave birth to the Requla/zar: Say, that 


ſhe owed not a Groat to either Foreigners or Natives; that her Taxes _ 


were very moderate, not a fourth of what they haye been ſince ; 
that, becauſe they were ſo, the Nece/aries of Life were cheap; La- 
bour was ſo. The Conſequence of which was, that we were ena- 
bled to work up our Manufactures ſo moderately cheap as to com- 
mand moſt of the Markets of the World. This extenſive Trade, 
this general Call for our ManufaZwres, this national Happineſs, gave 
a Value to Land, tho' the Produce of Land was not exceſſive dear. 
The Praduce of Land was not dear, not becauſe Land was not ya- 


laable; but becauſe Land was not 7axed, and that the'Taxes upon our 


Conſumption were trifling. The Conſumer paid no more than Things 


were intrinſically worth, not as (hep are rajed Rs GEE | 


can make longer out. And 


ry and Thing its proper Name. Let us ſpeak out; let us ſay 


= «a 4 LEI 
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Tarn. Say, chat we had 6 , —Gad, 1 


am almoſt out of Breath. Prithee, dear Mr. Farne, Peak thro? 

our damn'd ſtubborn Taciturnity, and ſave the Remains of my poor 

Langs, already half exhauſted with laughing at the late and preſent 
Wiſe Generations. 

Faru. Wile Generations in wrath, that could ſee— 

Fe. That could not, nor cannot ſee, you ſhould ſay They ſee: 3 
my wiſe Countrymen, ſee ! No, no; ſeeing is not the CharaAeriftic of 
the 1 Sons of the dear Britannia. Get any of them that ſees the 

Length of his Noſe, and J will be bound never to laugh at them 


whi it I breathe. Nay, I will go yet farther, and aſſert, that he 


amongſt us who has pull'd the whole Nation by the Noſe ever ſince 

the South Sea Near; I fay, that even this No fe fqueexcer fees no far- 

ther than the Herd whom he has tamely driven. 

Earn. How ! not allow a Man to /ee, that has roſe from Neb 

_ all his Predeceſſors in Office ! Retract, Mr. FLA or I 
either your Judgment or Sincerity. 

( %. Miele me not. Vou ſeem to take my Words in too E 

neral "Senſe, The Sight I mean is that which hath regard to 
A Species of ſeeing in which the No/e-ſqueezer is'wholly ; 

Selen. or the Affairs of Europe had not — Werl intangled 

as they are at this Time; wy the Situation which he bimſelf 5 is in 


at preſent, is the ſtrongeſt Proof that he is incapable of ſeeing into 


a Milſtone. It was thought, indeed, but it was by the Thoughtle/5 
only, that he had a pretty good Knack of ſeeing within the wels 
of Britannia, and particular within and near St. $—p—#'s 3 
This Gift was allow'd to him by thoſe, who a im 

culty of ſeeing beyond our narrow” Seas: But f = Plight x et 
behold him in at preſent,” *tis plain his Aſcent 'was fottditous, and 
not owing to ſuperior Talents or Gifts: He always dealt in No ofes, 
and met, by chance, with om Or evo of Wax, Which he moulded 
and faſhioned, as beſt ſuited kid on private Purpoſes. / 

Bars. You'll admit that he ors Ms oriſe ro Power 


and Affluence, i 
Fei. Ves but does he ſec {0 far as to p in hiv Family 
the great Wealth he has accumulated? Could he % like a wi 


Man, he would help to exonèrate his Country whilf{ he had Power, 
were it but to exonerate his own Pofterity. ould he Fee, he would 
not endanger the Freedom of — Generations, of "thoſe of 


his own Blood, by adding new Strength where there always has been 


as much or- more than was conſiſtent with the Liberties of a = 
People. I admit he can fee his immediate Intereſt, juſt the 
ſent ; ſo dit: F——» W——e. But F—— ſaw not the dire 
ſequences of his Practice, tho? they were obvious as Sun-ſhine. 
Earn. Fy, Mr. Jef, ſo uncouth a Compariſon from ſo polite, 
courtly a Gentleman as you. Feſt. 
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Fel. Courtly! You may thank your Stars that this is one of my 


paſſive Days, or, Gad, the Word Courth, or any thing of or about 


Courts, would have put my Rapier into this Right Hand; but as 


this is not one of my fighting Days, you are ſafe, provided always 
that you name not the Word Court, nor any thing like it, whilſt 
I am in your Company. | 

Earn. A ſevere InjunQtion ! but, rather than loſe you, it ſhall 
be obſerved. But pray, my merry Friend, why ſo averſe to the 
hearing a Place mentioned where you have been revered for Apes ? 

Feſt. Tis true, I was careſſed within the Royal Walls in 
Charks II. 's Reign; but I was baniſhed on the Demiſe of that 
witty facetious Prince. The Courtiers in the Royal Brother's Reign 
were too much in Earneſt; they were too intent upon deſtroying 
their Prince, by precipitating him into weak Meaſures, to admit 
of a jocular looſe-tongued Fellow as I am. The two following 
Reigns were ſo entirely taken up in forming Grand Alliances, in Sup- 


port of the Balance of Power, and of Wars in conſequence of ſuch 


Confederacies, that I ſcarce ever entered the Palace till after the 


Peace of Utrecht. 


Earn. But after the Acceſſion | 
; * By: upon the Acceſſion, you would ſay, I was the Darling 
0 e tt. ; , 

Earn. I intended to ſay ſo; for as Mirth is the conſtant Con- 
comitant of Peace and Plenty, where could you range ſo uncon- 
ſtrained. as amongſt Miniſters who procured us the one, by ſecuring 
us the other ? | 

Zeſt. I ſhall have a Touch at your Peace and Plenty 


by-and-by ; 


in the mean while, you muſt know, that all the Miniſters and their 


wiſe fince the Acceſſion, were too profound for ſo frothy a 
Companion as your humble Servant: The preſent, particularly, are 
a Set of profound State Conjurers, that have (Heaven reward them 
for their Toil) brought our Nobles to —. They were all a- 
long ſo intent upon «doing the boaſted Works of our Anceſtors, 
that they would ſcarce permit me to take a Tour in the Mall, for 
fear of diſturbing the Profounds in an adjacent 5 

Earn. Upon Recollection, I don't wonder you ſhould be ſecluded 
from 8 ompany of our State Sages, and Sages they certainly 
muſt be —. 

Feſt. Or Conjurers, to be able to reduce a rich People to Poverty, 
a free People to S—y, and a brave People to Cowardice. 
Earn. In Truth, Mr. Je, it requires no ſmall Degree of Skill 
to be able to ſhift ſo fair a Scene as you and I have ſeen, not full 
thirty Years ago, and replace it with one full of Gloom and Hor- 
rour. Todo this, without Convulſion or publick Confuſion, argues 
uncommon Skill. 
7 : | B 2 F eft . 
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ef. It would require . Skill indeed, if they had not the 
* in the World to deal withal— So to give the 
D his Due, I admit our ſage M rs to be Wizards and 
Conjurers ; and, Gad, let me tell you, I fancy they thought them- 
ſelves ſuch, and were afraid their Enemies would put the old Law 
againſt Witches in Execution, when they . ac -the Repeal of 
it Now for your Peace and Plenty, old Boy. Do you call it 
Peace to be every Year arming by Sea and Land ; to have annual 
Fleets parading either at Spithead or the Downs ; to have Encamp- 
ments in the Yzft and Eaft ; which, however inoffenſive they were, 
have ftill been attended with the Expence of War ? Then as for 
Plenty, tis true the Seaſons for the moſt Part were favourable, and 
the Products of Land were neither ſcanty nor unwholſome ; yet 
Plenty was unknown amongſt our unhappy Artizans. The Increaſe 
of the Poor's Rate all over the Nation 1s a Proof of the Decay of 
Trade, the Decreaſe of Induſtry, the Ruin of the Woollen Manufa- 
ure, and the Miſery and Want of the whole People, a few over- 
grown Placemen excepted— Give up, old Muſty, your Peace and 
lenty, or, by this Light! I ſhall conclude you to be as arrant a 
Shifter and /ecret Penſioner, as Mr. what'do you call him, of N—— 
» Who came in by his Grace's Intereſt, but now turns his 
B— upon his Benefactor. | N 
Earn. I wiſh your Mr. <vhat do you call bim may be the only In- 
ſtance of Ingratitud: 2 our new Repreſentati ves; for I dread 
the preſent Receſs will produce many more ers. Three Weeks, 
to an active M———r, with a T——y at his Command, is a 
vaſt Reprieve. | . 
Fe. But the D— l a Sous in the Ex-——-7, if you will be- 
lieve Lady Fame. She, forſooth, trumpets about, that the great 
Monſter- maler ſcatter d his Pence ſo about him laſt Summer, that he 
left not a Silver Groat in the Sack | 
Earn, Pſhaw ! a M in full Power want Money at a Pinch! 
Feſt. And ſuch a damn'd Pinch, my Friend, as I would not be 
pe to for the Ex———-, nor for the Garter upon ſome body's 
Leg— A curs'd Pinch it would be, ſhould it work up that 
ſame Garter from below the Kee to the Gu//z7—But what of that? 
Let every Tub ſtand on its own Bottom. As Men fow, they muſt 
hope to reap. If. any one or more deſerve a Garter above, as much 
as ſome others do below, the Knee, e'en let them, or him, take it. 
I envy them not their Wealth, Power, or Honours—Glory and Fame 
everlaſting they might have acquired; but, if they choſe I»famy 
eternal, it would be Pity to ſtrip them of their Choice. a 
Earn. Alas! my dear Friend, what matters it to you and me, 
or to the Nation, that Delinguents are puniſhed ? The Chaſtiſement 


of great Offenders may deter future State/men ; and fo far it may be 
Gs | as 
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23. uſeful as neceſſary 3 Generations. But will the 


Tawer, the Gibbet, or the Blck, retrieve our Trade, the Balance of 


Power, or that ancient Bulwark of the Liberties of Europe, the 
Houſe of Auſtria? Will preſent Chaſtiſement reſtore Britannia to 
the I:fuenc 
it bring down the Houſe of Bourbon ? Will hanging one or more 
great Villains ſecure the Proteſtant Religion, when France dictates 
to all Europe ? Will chopping off a few obnoxious Heads reſtore to 


| Life above 2 thouſand brave Britons, Landmen and Seamen; 


that have been {ſacrificed ignominiouſly, I am afraid induftrioufly, 
fince the Commencement of the preſent War with Spain? 
Fel. Nay, nay, for that Matter, you may put as many Inter- 


rogatories as old 2#ibble does to an honeſt Evidence before a fpecial 


Fury, and to as little P z but, my Queriſt, if great Rogue: 
are not puniſhed, how ſmall ones be deter'd? Again, if bad 
M rs are not out of the Way, how ſhall we come by 
good Miniſters? And would you remedy great national Evils with- 
out puniſhing, at leaſt removing, thoſe that had occafioned thoſe 


heavy Evils ? Sure I am, that the Men who have brought us tothe 


y Hlight we are in, are the unfitteſt in the Nation to extri- 
cate us out of the Miſeries way have brought upon us, and the 
greater Part of Europe in general. | 

| Earn. The Removal of the preſent M y may be a Step 
towards a Cure of the great Evili that affect the Nation; and the 
Puniſhment of great Delinguents may carry the Cure a little farther: 


But all this is but ſkinning over an Ulcer ; the Virulency remains, 
and will ſoon break out again, and, probably, attended with greater 


Danger. To make a #horough Cure, Matters muſt be ſifted to the 
Bottom; the Evil muſt be traced up to its Source, the Rot. 
Feft. Ay, the Root— Piſhaw! I mean, that — is the Root of 
all Evi/—I have a Head, and ſo has a minickin Pin intended to 
ſay that Corruption; no, no, Avarice, was the Root of all Evil. 
Well, tis a Vice, thank Heaven, I am not acquainted with; and 
tho? I have heard much ſaid of it by Philoſophers and Divines, I 
confeſs myſelf ftill to be an gnoramus as to its Properties and Qua- 
lities. The Book-worms will tell you, that this ſame Avarice will 
blind a Man fo that he ſhall not be able to 1 Colours; he 
ſhan't know a fair, ſpotleſs, good - looking Man, from a black, car- 


7 buncle-faced Felloao with the Gallows in his brazen Phiz. A co- 


wetous Man, ſay they, can't diſtinguiſh his Friends from his Foes g 
Right from Wrong; publick Good from private Jiews ; Li 

from Oppreſſion; nor that the immediate Intereſt of his Family is 
incompatible with the ignoble Paſfior he ſtoops to. They go yet 
farther ; they aſſert, That a coverous Man cannot ſee a Crumb of 
his own real Intereſt; that he would ſacrifice all his beſt and trueſt 


Friends, 


e ſhe had not many Years ago all over the World? Will 


- — 
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Friends, rather than part with a Doit; that he would riſk his Chak, 
and even his darling Family Breeches, before he would open his 
Bags—Nay, more, theſe muſty Truth-tellers inſiſt upon't, that a 
covetous Man can be neither a good Father, a good Maſter, except 
to one that feeds him, a good Friend, nor a good Man. Then, Gad, 
if a Man be * for nothing, as the Saying is, een—— 
Faru. Hold, Mr. Je. Tet 1 804 
Fel. Not I, faith — I will top none for thee. What the Devil 
would you have me to do with a Mortal good for nought * What! 

ou would have me court and careſs him ; fawn upon him, lick 
his Feet for kicking me, kiſs his Hand for buffetting me? You 
would have me, forſooth, bleſs him for chaſtizing me, for depri- 
ving me of my Beef, Pudding and Claret, and for putting me in the 
Power of my Enemies at home and abroad. — No, no ; if I muſt 
adore a Man, it muſt be for ſome good Reaſon. Let me find by his 
Actions that he loves me; that he loves no leſs: deſerving, 
dutiful or affectionate, better; that he does all in his Power to pro- 
mote my Intereſt, which may happen to be in/qparable from his 


own ; if he can fave out of his come, let me ſee that he lays out 


his Savings willingly and wiſely in Times of Danger ; it will be as 
ſure a Mark of his Love and iſdm to expend in ticłliſbh Times, as 
it would be to lay up and fave in Days of Peace and Tranquility. 
Let me ſee a Man inclined to form no Deſigns on either my Liberty 
or my Property, nor inclined to permit others to injure me in either; 
in ſhort, let me find a Man tender, affectionate, generous, wile, 
cool, intrepid and diſintereſted ; and that Man I will we, and e- 


ven pay him Adoration, though he be but Fleſh and Blood like 


you or I. But if you ever catch one of the Blood of the old Eu- 
gli Fefts upon his Knees to a Man without theſe Qualifications, 
you ſhall ſtretch this Windpipe of mine— Love for Lowe is the Motto 
of my Family; and, if I miſtake not, of your's too, Mr. Earneſt. 
Earn. "Tis ſo; it was taken up by one of the Family in France 
in the Reign of Henry IV. call'd the Great, by that dancing, dan- 
rous Nation. | 
Feſt. Upon what Occaſion! Pray oblige me with a Narrative 
of the Circumſtances. | 
Tarn. I can refuſe you nothing. TV. touch'd to the quick 
that the Duke D' Efpernon, a bold, wiſe and faithful Subject, had 
found fault with the Conduct of the Miniſtry, and particularly 
with the King's Partiality; he told the Duke with great Warmth * ; 
wil etoit un fache ux; qu'il ne cherchoit que les occaſions de luy de- 
ire; qu'il luy auroit fait plus de plaifir 4 demeurer eloigne, que de 
Yn de ſa perſonne pour luy donner du mecontentement ; & enfin, 
u il ſfavoit bien qu'il y avoit long-tems qu'il ne Vaimoit pas. Such l. 
| =o | 1 4 A ©, 
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Prager, from ſo Js Prince, would have diſconcerted any othet 
ut the Duke; but he, without Heſitation, anſwered ; Sire, vate 
Majeftt n'a point un plus fidelle ſerviteur que moy dans te royaume ;  F* 


aimerois mieux mourir que de mangquer d la moindre 
voir: mais, Sire, pour ce qui eft de Vamitie, witre Majeſts ſqait bien 
qu'elle ne {*acquiert que par Vamitie.—You underſtand the French # 
I. Perfectly. Amongſt many other Reproaches, the King 
told the Duke, That he knew of a long Time he did not owe him. 
To which the Duke reply'd, © Sir, as for Love, your Majeſty 
knows full well that tis not to be acquired but by Love. 
2 y. 1 how did old Harry take the blunt, but ho- 
Faru. As a wiſe Man ought ; in good part. So far was the good 
Prince from taking ill the bold Frankneſs of a faithful Subject, he, 
on the contrary, careſs'd him ever after; and, as a Mark of his 
Confidence in him, left his Queen and Children to his Care in an 
Invaſion he intended to execute in Perſon, if an untimely Death had 
not prevented him | 

- , How happy might Subjects be under ſo wiſe and cool a 
Taru. And how might Princes be did they act with Temper, 
Wiſdom, Ie myers Did — love their Sub- 
jects, they would cheriſh them: Did they ve, they would neither 
oppreſs themſelves, nor ſuffer others to oppreſs: Did they ve, 


they would always: find grateful Returns of Love: In fine, did 


Princes do as in Juſtice, even in good Policy, they ought, they need- 


ed neither Guard; nor Armies but to protect their People; they need- 


ed no Fleets but to protect the Trade of their Subjects; nor Ex- 


chequer,” bit the Purſes of the whole Nation. Let a Prince but 
ſhow by his Actions that he loves his People, and he may aſſure 


himſelf of their Treaſure ; nay, of their Lives too, ſhould he want 


People were convinced ſhe ved, and they judged right. 
Jen. It was impoſſible they ſhould judge wrong, when they had 
ſo many undoubted Teſtimonies of her Love. What doubt could 
SubjeRts have of their Sovereign's Affection, who, in eyery Inſtance, 
ſaw her as arduouſly purſuing their Intereſt as her own Glory? 
She protected their Trade, and extended it beyond what. it ever 
was before. If ſhe demanded Sub ſadies of them, ſhe laid them out 
for the Intereſt, Eaſe and Glory of the Nation. Did ſhe raiſe A 
mirs ? it was ſolely for their Defence, not to intimidate or enſſa ve 
them; und as ſoon as the Purpoſes of the Publick were ſerved, 
(for ſhe had no private Yiews, nor ſeparate Intereſt from her People) 


Defence. Call to mind the happy they Queen Elizabeth; the 


the Army was diſbanded. She /aved her People too tenderly to con- 


tinue their Burden unneceſſarily ; and yet there was no national Debt, 
4 19509} no 
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ſhe — her . for her People 3 far 
enerouſly returned to them ao or that had — given he 
2 their — whenever ſhe was able to protect them with- 
dut noe. She had no Deſire to amaſs Treaſure. If her Peo- 
le had Money, ſhe was {ore never to want it in any Exigency 3 


and, without abſolute Neceflity, ſhe never called to them for any. 


Upon the whole, ſnhe was an indulgent true Parent of her People z 
and, as ſuch, ſhe "commanded their Hearts and their Riches. They 
were liberal, becauſe ſhe was not covetous. My Countrymen are 
by Nature Admirers of Generoſi ; they naturally hate Awvarice 


In private Life, but they abhor it in "their Nals; 3 "but Queen .- 


Izabeth having a Heart truly Engliſs, accommodated herſelf to 
their Humour, not ſo much from Motives of Self-intereſt, as out 


of Choice. | 
Earn. My joculay! Friend, it gives me inflate Pleaſure to find 


chat you have your ſerious Intervals... 


751. I confeſs they are not frequent; once or twice i in a Seaſon 
LORIE but when once the political Faumdice has ſeized me, it is 
to take in this whole Boa of _ 1 1 of me 
15 affected, my Hea my Brain ſwims, my ongue 
Earn. 3 no Room SPIT: W 
other but y * 3 ing lng — — 
. A ju rima having enced 8, far 
EA, ble 3 and edi _ heartily beg 
Pardon, nd intreat you to begin thoſe: ervations of the 1 
preſent State of the Nation, which you gave me hopes of, and which 
ta Men can make fo and accurately. Ton K 
- "Earn. Flattery is ſo much in Faſhion in the corrupt Age, we live 
in, that even the ſacred Laws of Friendſhip, I perceive by your 
Encomiums, are not of Force enough 0 N E >, 
the moſt intimate. | 
Feft. Trace; my dear Friend. What you call Flattery was the 
pureReſult of my Opinion of your Experience and Probity ; but— 
Earn. Nay, nay, ſince I 80 you refoly'd to continue it, I will 
n= mak art y what muſt neceſſarily leſſen you in 
— To From the 'Reftoration to the Death 
of King — II. never was our Trade ſo beneficial and flouriſh- 


ing, nor the People ſo happy; our Taxes were moderate, the Na- 
tion was not incumbered 6 — — were we awed either by 


a military Force, or opp Legions of Drones employ d 
by and under the — aer det Treaſury; rod ſtill ſome — 


us were uneaſy, which gave riſe to Cabals, Parties, and Plots. Tf 
.-Uncaſinels pa from two Cauſes chiefly; 


one was purel 4018. 
o, the other y political, It was pected that the Ki 
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ſecretly inclined to the Rami Religion, and the Biaſs of his Beg: 


ther, the Heir apparent to that Opinion, was ſcarce queſtionable, 
though he declared not openly till after Charles Death. _ 

Feft. He declared as ſoon as it became neceſſary, like a Man of 
Honour ; for which Reaſon, if there had been no other, as there 
were many, I always look'd upon the younger Brother to have been 
the honeſter Man of the two. | 

Earn. King James II. was naturally a Man of his Word, and 
ſincere, underitood the Intereſt, particularly the commercial Intereſt 


of theſe Kingdoms, beſt of any Prince that went before him; and 


was as Capable of making the Nation eyery way happy, as any 
King we have had, if he had not been too zealous in Religion. 
He had a good and ſound Underſtanding, which made me wonder 
how he came to be led into all thoſe deſtructive Meaſures which loſt 
him the Affection and Confidence of his Subjects: For he certain- 
ly had more Experience, and as clear, if not a clearer Head than 
any of thoſe in whom he confided moſt to his Ruin. In ſhort, he 
wanted no Qualification, but the Religion of his People, to have 


made us a great and happy Nation. 


Tel. Did he live his People? | 

Earn. I won't anſwer for his Love to all his Subjects in general, 
becauſe I have heard that the Scots and 1-54 complained of his Par- 
tiality to his Eng Subjects. | 

Feft. Complaint is ſo blended with human Nature, that it is not 
improbable but the Engl; complained: of his Partiality to his o- 
ther Subjects. | {= 5 | 
Faru. I don't remember to have heard Complaints on that par- 
ticular Head; nor do I believe there was any Occaſion for it; for 
I never knew that that Prince was tax'd with want of Tenderneſs 
for his Countrymen. | 

Fel. What do you call a Want of Tenderneſs, if making At- 
tempts upon People's Liberties be not ſuch 2 He declared himſelf of 
a different Communion from his _ and you know, Mr. 
Earneſt, that Popery and Slavery are inſeparable. 

Earn, The Annals of many Nations, and particularly of our 
own, give ſtrong Evidence of the contrary: For our Magna Charta, 
and moſt other Laws that ſecure our Liberties, even at this Day, 
we owe to the Virtue and Reſolution of our Pop1 Anceſtors. I 
know not what modern Popery may have in it to incline Men to 
Slavery; but certain I am, that Papifts are not the only Slaves in 
Europe. Extend your View to the Proteſtant States of Germany; 
and, indeed, to thoſe of Europe in general, you will find ſcarce any 
Traces of Liberty, unleſs it be in theſe Kingdoms, the United Pro- 
winces, Sweden, a few Hans Towns, and the leſſer Number of the 
Swiſs Cantons. Of theſe laſt the Majority are of the Romih Com- 
munion ; and fo are the free States 8 Poland, Venice, Genoa, Lucca, _ 

| t, 
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ways be free; or at leaſt will make glorious Struggles for Freedor, 


18 J 


$e. Marine: $0 that it does not appear evident to me, that the Chri- 


ſtian Religion, whether Pop or Proteflant, has any thing in it, 
merely as a Religion, that either ſtrengthens or weakens the facretl 
Bands of Freedom. The Virtues and Courageous may, and will, al- 


be they either Prote//ant or Popiſh And Ambition and 7 will 
ſeize the Heart of ſome Princes, be their Religion what it will. 
* Feſt. The Religion of Princes! Ha, ha! The pious Drama acted 
at preſent in Germany and Zaly, loudly ſpeaks the Juſtice and Reſ- 
gion of the Princes of Europe. Mr, Earneſt, I imagined you were 
too well read in Hiſtory, and too well acquainted with the preſent 
Set of ſcepter'd Mortals, to fi that Religion was an Artide in 


the Creed of any of them, our own gracious' Monarch, 


whoſe Pizty.and Virtue of every Complexion, are as conſpicuous as 


Father So/ in a Summer's Day, or Mother Lana in a froſty Win- 


ter's Night. Thrice happy are we that have ſo bright an Example 
to copy / — But, that you may have no Room to reprimand me a 
ſecond Time for Flattery, I will drop the pleaſing Subject, that 
you may go on with the Portraiture you began —— You faid that 
in Charles II. 's Days, the national Uneaſineſs aroſe from two prin- 
cipal Cauſes. The Dread of Py I ſuppoſe, was one ; a pretty 
Puppet to play with, when crafty, ambitious Men have any ſecret 
Game to play. Pray what was the other ? | 
777. A Conſequence _ firſt ; —_— of Slavery. 

22. I thought you would come at laſt to perch my Twig, 
of Popery and Slavery to be inſeparable. "Fo | 
Earn. I have already ſhewn you, that Papiſi may be Fee, and 
that Proteflants may be Slaves. ee 
Fal. You have ſo; pray Heaven we may never know it by 
Experience! but, unleſs you can ſhew me that the Slavery dreaded 
in King Charles's Reign was not to be grafted on Popery, you can 
never perſuade me out of my firſt Opinion. | 

Earn. If Charks and F ames had been ſtaunch Protefiants, their 
Conduct, in Regard to France, would have authoriſed the Dread 
conceiv'd of Slavery in thoſe Days. Could EngliAmen fit down 
unconcerned whilft their Princes tamely ſaw France extending her 
Limits, encroaching upon her Neighbours, enla:ging her Trade, 
and dictating to all Europe? This ignominious Tamene/s in our Court 
in thoſe Days, alarmed the Wiss at the firſt ; and, at laſt, the 
whole Nation. The Alarm was juſt ; it was founded on thoſe 
Rated Maxims of Policy which forbid the Increaſe of any one fing/e 
Power that might endanger that European Balance of Power, which 
is the Security of general Freedom. Had Charles withſtood the 
Gold and alluring Promiſes of Louis XIV. he needed not have diſ- 
folved his Parliaments, nor apprehended Plots; and had James, 


who, to do him Juſtice, I believe was above being a Penſioner; had 


. 
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he, I ſay, chimed in with the Humour of his People, in conſede - 
rating with thoſe Powers that were inclined to check the Career of 
Louis, we ſhould have had no Revolution. His Religion'was not 
ſo obnoxious as his Conduct with Regard to France, becauſe in Re- 


ality it was not ſo dangerous. We might have been a great and 
happy cough K b —— 
all; 


s ng 7ames had been a Mabometan, or had 
no Religion at t we muſt have loſt our Influence in Europe, 
our Trade, and, zeceſ/arily,. our Liberties, by his ſervile Complai- 
ſance to France,. had he continued on the Throne, ©: 
Fel. But may not his Tameneſi be owing rather to a Dread o 
the Power of Louis, than to Friendſhip? 10 
Earm. I can't think ſo meanly of that unfortunate Prince, who 
gave many ſignal Inſtances of his Courage. Beſides, he had no im- 
mediate Cauſe for apprehending the Reſentment of France; he had 
no 8 to his Crown, whom he might dread to be play*d upon 
him, be join the Friends of Liberty. N 
J. *Sdeath! and had a King of Great Britain twenty Compe- 
titart, would that be any Reaſon for him to fit with his Arms a- 
croſs, when. he might have commanded the Hearts and Hands, 
gad, and the purſes too, of a brave People, willing to level the 
Earn; A King of England, that governs ſo as to acquire the 
ions of his Subjects, can never want their Support in the Cauſe 
of general Liberty. We % nn e 
| 2 Nor to baffle all Deſigus in favour of any Campetiturs; but, 
Mr. Zarneſt, ſhould any of our Kings, in time to come, chuſe ra- 
ther to a than æννο his People; to-oppreſ5, rather than caſe them; 
tamely to zeg/e#, rather than protect them; ſhould England be e- 
ver curſed with ſuch a Chief, that ſhould be deaf to the Complaints 
of a whole People; againſt an impious wicked Miniſter ; who ſhould” 
ſacrifice the zational Intereft in every Iuſtance; who ihould corrupt 
the Senate; who fhould intimidate by an ; and who ſhould 
continue the »ational Debt, not only to increaſe the Number of his 
Dependents, but as a Security for the Obedience of the Subject; 
ſhould,. I ſay, Britors ever be plagued with a King that ſhould rule 
thus, unlike the Father of his People, I won't anſwer that he would 
not have good Cauſe for dreading a Competitor. — But I forget that 
J impertinently interrupt you in the Courſe of your Inquiry. King 
Janet, you ſaid, with many ſhining Qualities, loſt his Crown chiefly 
for having too great Confidence in Nance, and not joining vigo- 
rouſly 2 of the Balance of Power. "OF! 
Earn. Tis true: If that miſtaken Prince had cloſely confedera- 
ted with the Emperor, and other Princes of Germany, the Duke of 
Bavaria, and the United Provinces, to check the Ambition of Louis 
XIV. the Revolution had never been ſupported, nor ſo much as 
dream'd of by theſe Foreign Powers. ne e 
| C 2 Toft. 
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- Feft. Well, a grazing the frenchify'd King was ſent, and the 


Throne was filled by a Prince who certainly was neither enamour'd 


nor afraid of old Louis. | 

Earn. Neceſſity made 2 William an Enemy to Louis, who 
firſt attempted the Conqueſt of his native Country in 1672, and af- 
terwards aſſerted the Rights of the abdicated King. Some would 
ſay, that Evy had no ſmall Share in- the Fnmity which King Wil. 


liam was thought go bear to Louis. Great Men ſeldom can brook 
an Equal, much lels a Superior in Power and Glory. But, be the 


Cauſe what it will, tis certain King William hated Louis XIV. per- 
ſonally ; perhaps it had been better for theſe Kingdoms if he had, 
abhorred his Ambition more than his Perſon. But, prejudiced as King 


William is ſuppoſed to have been, Louis found Means to over-reach 


him, in the Treaty for partitioning the Span;jh Monarchy after the 
Death of Charles II. King of Spain. N 

Jet. Ah! that damn'd Partition-Treaty ! tis ſtrange that ſo pe · 
netrating a Prince as King William was ſuppoſed to be, could be 
ſo deluded : Methinks the Conſequence was too obvious to eſcape 
his Obſervation. | ne 


Earn. As great a Genius as that Prince was, he had his Foibles; 


the Earl of P—4 was a Favourite; and the Favourite was ca- 
reſsd at the French Court: He had uncommon Honouts paid to 
him in his Embaſly to Louis XIV. and 'tis not improbable but that 
Louis found out that he was a Dutchman. 171 | 

Jae. Low Dutchman or High Dutchman, all a one for that; 
Seif-intereft guides the World — Well; we got the Partition-Treaty 
by that Reign, and a Legacy, by far a better Thing. We-ecured 
our Religion, which, to be ſure, is a precious Jewel. with the pte- 
ſent Generation of Free-thinkers, and our Liberties to boot, in that 
warlike Reign. Tis true they coſt us pretty dear; I think about 
50 Millions ready Money, beſides about 18 Millions, which we 


owed at the Death of that great King; but who would not ſpend 


to the laſt Shilling to ſupport a King that would rather fight than 
negociate Preliminaries or ſneaking Neutra/ities ? f os 
Earn, England may get by fighting, but never by treating, with 
France, unleſs ſhe has —— | * 
Feft. Abler and honeſter Negotiators than a certain Couple that 
have taken their ſtand on each Side of the T—— ; but, to the 


Subject in Hand; King William left us a Legacy, God bleſs him 


for his Generofity, and a Debt of 18 Millions for his Succeſſor to 


off. 0 | 15. 
Feber, He did ſo; but he left a Var alſo, which Queen Ane 
muſt have taken up, or be undone, as Matters had been managed, 
Fel. Oh] let that damn'd Partition-Treaty be curs'd a ſecond 
Time; and for ever, ſay I Well; good Queen Anne took up the 
Gauntlet, and, faith, well became her; for tho' ſhe wore but Pet- 
, * ticoats, 
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ticoats,: ſhe paid off old Lauis's Jacket with a Witneſs. She had a 
good Engli/b Heart of her own, and ſo had her Miniſters, Generals, 
and Admirals. She clapt no Padhck on the Swords of her Com- 


manders, but gave them Orders to kill, burn and deſtroy, and meant 


that her Orders ſhould be literally obeyed. She broke none of her 


deſerving Officers for voting according to their Conſcience 3 nor 


would ſhe countenance, much leſs protect, a Miniſter that ſhould : 


dare to reſent a brave Commander's voting as he thought proper. 


She, glorious Princeſs, had no ſeparate Intereft from her people; 


ſhe looked upon them as her political Children, and was ſo tender 


a Mother, that ſhe contributed largely towards the publick Expence 
out of a ſcanty Revenue, and put an End to the War as ſoon as ſhe 
perceived that the Purpoſes of the War were anſwered. © 
Earn. Your Encomiums of that good Queen are as juſt, as it is 
true, that the Balance Potuer, which was the principal Purpoſe 


of the Var, would have been for ever ſecured, if ſucceeding Mini- 
ſters had not connived at, or, at leaſt, tamely and ſhamefully per- 
1 Increaſe of the Power and Influence of the Houſe of 


; 72 What could infatuate Men to ſieer the fame Courſe which 
l 


ames II. 's Crown? * 


' Earn. After Queen Anne's Death a new Syſtem of Policy was: 
embraced, a Syſtem, as difficult to be reconciled to the Inteteſt of 
England, in particular, as to that of Prozeflants in general: France 


was courted and carefs'd, and the Emperor and the other Parties to 
the grand Alliance, were neglected at leaſt, if not openly lighted. 
--Feft. Ah! Mr. Earneſt, the Breeches, the Breeches ! that damn'd 
louſy Breeches has cauſed all our preſent Woe. | es 
Earn. Tho' it was obviouſly the Intereft of Great Britain, and, 


indeed, of all the Powers of Europe, except France, that the Empe- 
ror's Hands ſhould be ſtrengthen'd ; yet am I afraid, that other 


Notions were entertained by thoſe who /lighted his Imperial Maje- 


ty, and fawn'd upon France after the Queen's Deceaſe, and ever 


fince. This Indifference, not to call it by a harſher Name, towards 


the Emperor, has cauſed the preſent Weight of Calamities that 
o'erwhelm the Queen of Hungary. I own it has often puzzled me to 
find any colourable Excuſe for the Conduct of our Britiſb Miniſtry © | 
with regard to France and the late Emperor, ever ſince the Accef- ' 


fon of our preſent Royal Family. I could not ſee why a Proteflant 
German Family might not think it their Intereſt to ſtrengthen the 
Hands of the Houle of Auſtria againſt that of Bourbon: Methinks 
their Territories in Germany ſhould weigh with them in regard to 
the Head of the Empire, whoſe Power would always be the beſt 
Security of the inferior Princes of Germany againſt France, and all 
other foreign Powers. I ſhould think alſo, that it would have been 


the natural Intereſt of the preſent Royal Family, to Keep * | 
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low as ſhe was leſt by the Peace of Utretch ; it being certain that no 
Pawer in Europe can ſo: conveniently, or ſo powerfully, ſupport the 
Intereſt of the Pretender; nor had any other ſhewn ſo great Willing · 
neſs to abet the Pretenſions of the Competitor as France. Theſe Mo- 
tives for ſupporting the late Emperor, and for reſtraining the Power 
of France, ſeem ſo obvious and ſo cogent, that I I am-puz- 


1 . — — for 8 Series _ — — call 
ings by their proper Names? For my Part, I hate palliating 
Matters. I love Truth, and ſhall never conceal it in Conpladmez 
to Miniſters, or —. Now you ſhall ſee how ſoon I ſhall, develope 
this Myſtery, which puzzled ſo many wiſer Heads than mine. 
Without being a Conjurer, I think one may conclude that the Fa- 
maily, Breeches drew upon us all the Evils we complain of. For In- 
ſtance ; the Emperor may be look'd upon as a. neceſſary Ally, by 
Britain ; the more powerful he was, the ſecurer would ſhe — 
gainſt France, her Rival and hereditary Enemy; but as Head of! 
the Empire, the Emperor ma) have been ſeen. in another Light by. 
an E—rof H—r. He might think, that the Luſtre of another. . 
Houſe in Germany eclipſed his own; that he was ſeated on a power- 
ful Throne, which would enable him to give the Law in. the Em- 
pire, if the Head were leſs powerful; and that he could not ſafely 
enlarge his hereditary. Dominzons till the Head of the Germanick Body 
be ſo reduced as not to be in Condition to ſupport the Rights. 
of the weakeſt Members. B— and — were new. Acquiſi · 
tions, and others were in view, of which the Emperor, as. impar- 
tial Chief of the Empire, ought not, nor would not, give che Inve · 
ſtiture, whilſt he was able to aſſert the Power annex d to the Impe ;- 
rial Diadem. I aſſert again and again, that the Paſſion of ſome 
Folks for the ol Family Breeches was the original of all the Slighis 
put upon Charles VI.— Vou will ſay, Why ſhould Men of Senſe 
prefer a ſcanty, paultry Pair of Breecbes, to a full, fair Chat made 
o the beſt Stuff in Eure? I anſwer, firſt, That there are ſome 
Prejudices which ſome Men can never get the better of; and, next, 
that the all Breeches were all that Men might be forced to truſt to; 
in a cold Winter's Night, ſhould. certain fahburn Folks take it into 
their Noddles to toſs a Man out of his Chat. Tis true there was 
no likelihood the Thing would happen; but as it has been ſeen 
that ſome honeſt Men had been ſerved ſcurvy Tricks, ſtrip'd of the 
Chak; and ſent a wandering into the cold, it was enough to give 
the Panicl, and conſequently to gain the Breeches the Preference of 
the Chat. You will readily concur with me as to the Family Par- 
tiality in favour of the old Breeches, if you recollect the immenſe: 
Treaſure laid out upon it ſince 1715, in foreign Troops, Subfidies to 
indigent; but neighbouring Princes, and ſecret Peuſians and publick 
Fourneys. Add to theſe Articles, the Millions of white * a 
Is dats 


garded our great 


L 23 7 

Medals ſent to line the Pockets of this ſame Favourite Breeehes, and 
won't wonder that the poor Chat is fit for little elſe than to be 

g out at the End of Momnouth-Streer. 4 ; 
Having thus acquitted myſelf, I hope to your Satisfaction, of 
the firſt Part of my Promiſe, I now come to the ſecond, which re- 
rence to France fince the Death of Queen 

Anne. France is within Call of us, tho' there be a Bridge wanting 
to facilitate her viſits: But what Nature denies, is often fuppheg by 
Art and Power. Now, to give the dancing French Nation their 
Due, they want neither, ſo that, ſhould the Magot bite, tis ten to 
one but they would lay a wooden Bridge, in ſpight of all our Roat- 
ting Caſtles, which would anſwer their vile Purpoſes. This ſame 
Facility of making anwelcome Viſits, threw ſome Folks into a de- 
viliſh Iwigue: the Dread hung heavy upon them, nor was it poſ- 
fible to bring them to any fort of Compoſure of Mind, till a certain 
Hiph-German Doctor, called B—h—7r, (ſtiled a Count by his Coun- 
trymen, amongſt whom, even Princes are as plenty as Cucumbers in 
a hot Summer) found out the following Noſtrum. Let us, faid he, 
« treat France as ſome Indians do the Devil; let us bow to her, 
« offer Incenſe to her, and adore her, as they do the black Gentle- 
* man, for Fear of the Miſchieſs ſhe can do. There is a certain 
* briſk Young Fellow beyond Hills higher than the Clouds, whom 
* ſhe often takes lovingly by the Hand, as if ſhe deſign'd to ſerve 
„ him. Now; continued the Quack, I will pawn my Joultef- 
«© hend, and my black Perriwig to boot, that ſhe never more will 
« {mile upon him, if we «tw Comer: ſacrifice to her: For, added 


1 he, what could ſhe expect more from him, or the ſuppleſt Crea- 
e tares alive, than 


paſſive Obedience and Non-re/fance ? By this 
* Implicitneſs to her high Pleaſures, we ſhall not only preſerve and 
*© and enlarge the Family Breeches, but keep the Chak too in ſpight 
of all the Powers of the Earth: Nay, we ſhall keep it in ſpight 
c of all the ſtubborn, fickle Vermin that creep upon it; and: theſe 
* Inſe&s we ſhall had and chain till they burſt with Anguiſh and 
© Deſpair.” Probatum eff. The Quack was heard, his Advice ta- 
ken, and followed ever fince. There are ſome Maxim, that de- 
ſcend from Father to on, like Honouts or Manſion-houſes: I wiſh 
that this Adoration to the French D— l may not be one. 

"Tis true, indeed, this dar# Deity has not of late been ſo civil 
as it may have been expected by his Adorer: For we ſee, that ſo 
ſoon as he difpatch'd one of the Spirits towards the Waiſtband of 
the Breeches, how his Votaries doubled their Adoration! It was 
then, my dear D-—1! my beloved D—1 ! he was ſweeten'd 
and foften'd a guilded Pill, called N—l—y ; but, gad, the 
D, ſenſible of the Panick ſome Folks were in for the Breeches 
infiſted that one of his Family might have free Egreſs and Regreſ 
with his Legions to old Latium, without Let or Moleſtation 2 
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the butthened Vermin that * upon the Chak, or ſpread them 


ſelves upon the Waters of the Deep. No ſooner was this Injun- 
Etion alſo comply d with, but Nick bellow'd out a third, fne gua 
non, the Breeches was to be torn to Tatters: And that was, that the 
Hands of one of the poor Vermin of the Chak, called — in 
the Language of a certain head ſtrong Generation, ſhould be ty'd 
behind his Back for fear of hitting a damn'd Knock of his Fiſt in 
the Chopps of a younger Brother of Monfieur le Diable, who ſtands 
with one of his ſpindle Shanks in Europe, and the other in America, 
when that ſame Y——», who hates Monfieur D—1 and all his Fa- 
mily mortally, would have tickled his Toby for him, if he had 


.not been hand-cuffed from home. 


Earn. Mr. Feſt, you have given a Laconick, but a rational, and, 
I very much fear, a true Account of the Motives that might have 
induced our Court, ever ſince the Death of Queen Anne, to be cool 
upon the Houſe of Auſiria, and uncommonly complaiſant to that of 


Bourbon. 


Fel. Lord, Lord! how ſome Folks love minc'd Pye. You 
can't, for your Life, call a Surreverence a 1— , nor a bad Man 
a Villain. There is no bearing your chopping and mincing 
Cool upon the Houſe of Auſtria, and c . to that of Bourbon ! 
What, could a Placeman or Penfioner in ſmoother Strains? 
*Sdeath ! was it being cool, only to have made a Treaty at H——r 
with France, by which the Emperor was to have been ſtripp'd, if he 
had not come into all the compulſive Meaſures of the Allies of 
H——r? Did not the Conſequences reſulting from that Treaty diſ- 
ſolve the Harmony and Alliance between the Emperor and Phil V. 
which it was ſo much the Intereſt of Britain to ſee continued for 
ever? Can any Man call the Introduction of Don Carlis into Tac; a 
Coolne/s only to the Emperor? Do you call it Coolneſs only in One 
whoſe Intereſt it is to be your faſt Friend, to ſtand with his Arms 
acroſs, whilſt your common Enemy breaks your Pate and runs away 
with the beſt of your Apparel? The Application is obvious. Did 
we not tamely ſee the Houſe of Bourbon annex Lorrain, Naples and 
Stcily to her vaſt Poſſeſſions, in the late War between her and the 
Emperor ? Did we not ſuffer France to manage the late War and 


Peace between the Porte and the Emperor in ſuch a partial Manner, 


as ſtrengthened the firſt, and quite debilitated the latter ? But, oh 


ſhameful ! what Need of other Proof that we have not only been 


cool, but p—f—us, to the Houſe of Auſtria, than the preſent me- 


lancholy Situation of the abandoned Queen of Hungary ? Was ſhe 
not lulled into a fatal Security by a Gy which was not attem- 
pted, and, I fear, never intended to be.performed ? What have been 
the Conſequences to the Houſe of Auſtria of the vigorous Sp——s8 
from the ''——e, and flaming Addreſſes the laſt Seſſion of the laſt 


memorable Parliament? How has the Money granted for her Sup- 
| port 


WRV 
port been laid out? Was it employed in ſecuring the Breeches abroad, 


or a Majerit at home? By the Way let it be obſerved, that neither 
e 


of theſe End are like to be anſwered ; ſuch are the juſt D—8s 
of H n. Shall it be called by the ſoft Name of Coolne/ only, 
to clap up a Neutrality that not only permits, but encourages, all the 
ravenous Wolves of Gi to divide amongſt them the hereditary 
Dominions of Aufiria? What ſhall we call giving a Vote to the 
Elector of Bavaria? — But, oh Genius of England! aid me to find 
an apt Epithet to expreſs our Conduct in conſequence, and fince, 
the aforeſaid Neutrality. To ſee the Sovereigns of the Ocean per- 
mit Spain to lord it on that Element with Three Men of War only, 
and convoy Fifteen thouſand Men from Spain to Tah, in order to 
diſpoſſeſs the om of Hungary of her Dominions there ; ſure, I 
ſay, to ſee this 

xe/5 towards the Houſe of Auſtria, but Dread, or, rather Adoration, 
of that of Bourbon ſhall hereafter obſerve more minutely on our 
Conduct in regard to our maritime Affairs. In the mean while, let 
me aſk you ſeriouſly, whether it does not appear from our Conduct 
towards the Houſe of Auſtria, down from the Time of contracting 
the guadruple Alliance to this, that there was a premeditated Neſign 
of reducing its Power, if not to d:/troy it quite? But whether there 
was, or was not, ſuch Reſolution really taken after the Death of 
Queen Arne, is of little Conſequence for you or me to know, or for. 
Britons in general; but, ſure I am, that our late Conduct towards 
that once illuſtrious Houſe, the genuine Bulwark of the Liberties 
of Europe ſince the Peace of Mun/ter, has given a deeper Wound to 
dur dear Britannia than ſhe has had fince the Norman Conqueſt. 
Adieu to our Religion and Freedom, when France has no Reſiſtance 
to dread from the Powers on the Continent. Farewel to the poor 
Remains of our Trade, when France opens the Ports of Dunkirk and 
the Schell up to Antwerp ; when ſhe adds the fertile Soil, the Ports, 
the Rivers, the Canals, the Riches, the Induſtry and the Inhabitants 
of the Auſtrian Netherlands to her preſent vaſt Power and Poſſeſſions: 
And who dare diſpute with her the Poſſeſſion of thoſe fair Provinces, 
now that the Houſe of Auſtria is no more > Who dare diſpute her 


making the Rhine the Barrier of her Empire from Switzerland down 


to the Ocean ? Or who ſhall be able to diſpute with her the Empire 
of the Ocean, that Jewel of the Brit; Diadem, for Ages paſt, 
when ſhe ſhall have added the maritime Power of. Holland to that of 
which ſhe is already poſſeſſed? And ſure no reaſonable Man will 
diſpute that Hailand muſt be tributary at leaſt, when France ſhall 
have perfected her Schemes of Power and univerſal Sway. When 
this Day of Horror comes, when the Glaſs of our Freedom is run 
out, whom ſhall we call the Authors of our Wo? Shall we have 
Reaſon to bleſs or curſe the Contrivers bf our Bondage, the Forgers 


of our Chains ? Shall we have > to wiſh we never had ſeen 3 
Mi- 


one in the Face of the Sun, ſpeaks not only a Cool- 
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Miniſters, nor their M——, that had been acceſſory to deſtroying 
the | of Power which kept France within Bound ; that BE 
lance of Power which coſt us an Ocean of Blood, and fo vaſt a Trea- 
ſure, that it would almoſt cover the Surface of thoſe. poor, louzy, 
ſcanty, foreign Poſſeſffons, which drew Perſons, that ſhall be name- 
leſs, from the Intereſt of the drooping Britannia ? Whom ſhall 
we charge with not keeping up the Spirit of the Revolution, nor an- 
ſwering the Purpoſes of it, in ſupporting the Houſe of Auſtria, main- 
taining the Balance of Power, and keeping France ſo low, as not to 
be able to inſult, intimidate or conquer? One ſhort Queſtion more, 
and 1 am done; for I am almoſt choak'd with Rage and Deſpair: 
Shall we not bleſs the glorious Deliverer for a Legacy, which, with- 
out all doubt, he left us to perpetuate his Memory, and make us 
Amends for the dutiful and affectionate Pains that had been taken by 
us, during his whole Reign, to make the Crown fit eaſy on his 
Royal Temples ? | | 

Earn. You put me in mind of King Charles II. who was fo na- 
turally fond of Eaſe and Freedom, and ſo averſe to the Conſtraint 
of Pomp and Royalty, that he could ſcarce hold out with Patience 
the ſhort Ceremony of a publick Audience. You could not be ſe- 
rious for another Minute, if you were to have got a Title by it. 

Fe. No Titles for me, except that of a plain, honeſt, true- 
born Engliſhman, that loves Liberty and his Country, better than 
Ribbandi, Places, Penſions, the Squeeze of Miniſters, or Smiles of 
Kings, But ſurely you don't think that I intended to be ludicrous 
by my laſt Interrogatory ? 8 

Earn. Can you ſuppoſe otherwiſe, when you mention the Gra- 
titude of K. William for the Eaſe with which we made the Crown 
fit upon him? Either you forget that chequer'd Reign, or would 
rally your old Acquaintance. Never was Prince made more uneaſy 
by his Parliaments; never was a General later, or worſe ſupplied in 
War; or a King leſs courted or careſſed in Peace. Compare that 
Reign and the preſent and laſt, and you will ſoon perceive the Diffe- 
rence. In that the Supplies were always ſcanty and tardy ; in theſe 
they were early and abundant. In hat a ſtrict Account was aſked 
and had of the Miniſtry, how the national Treaſure was employed; 
in theſe the Account was annually aſked, but as conſtantly refuſed 


by a miniſterial M—j—y. In that during a Peace even Guard: | 


were ſcarce allowed: in She great and dreadful Armies are kept on 
foot, either for the Pleaſure of Reviews and Encampments, or for 
Purpoſes you may gueſs at. In that Reign a Miniſter dare not ad- 
viſe, much leſs conclude, a Treaty or Convention, againſt the Grain 
and Intereſt of the whole People; in theſe we have ſeen the Trea- 
ties of H and Se, and the memorable C : | 
7 ft. Not fo faſt, old Poſitive ; you forget the Partition. 
Earn. But I remember that the Authors, or ſuppoſed Authors, 
were 
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11 
were called to a ſevere Account, and voted Enemies to their Coutis 
try: And I likewiſe remember, that the Projector of thoſe obnoxi- 
ous Treaties and Conventions in the late Reigns was applauded and 


careſſed ; and that the Treaties themſelves had the Sanction of a 
virtuous unco Majority. I admit that the Partition-treaty was 
productive of much Evil; that the bloody and expenſive War in 
Q. Ames Days was owing to it, and that— - | 

Fel. The duce; you would not lengthen out your Enumeration 
of Evili to the End of the Revelations? Before you proceed, pray 
explain how this ſame memorable Partition came to be the Mother 
of all Ewil, + 1 He By A | | | "MN 
Earn. Thus: K. Charhks II. of Spain was in a languiſhing State 
of Health ; and, having no Iſſue, deſigned to leave the Spanyh Mo- 

archy entire to the younger Branch of his Houſe, that is, to the 

mperor Legpola, and his Sons the late Emperors Feſepb and Charles. 
Louis XIV. who had renounced, as well as his Queen, all Claim 
to the Spaniſb Monarchy, ſaw there was no Way of altering Chharler 
his Brother-in-law's Intentions in fayour of Leopold, but by alarm- 
ing his Jealouſy : He herefore projected a Treaty of Partition of 
the Spaniſb Monarchy between the Houſes of 4uflria, Bavaria and 
Savoy into which he artfully drew K. William, by ſecret Pra- 
ctices, as it was thought, on his Favourite the E of P——4. 
This Addreſs of bringing England, Holland, and moſt of the great 
Powers of Exrope, into a Treaty for dividing Char/es's Dominions 
after his Death, had all the Effect which Louis had in View: For 
no ſooner was the Treaty ſigned, but it was ſecretly laid before 
Charles, who was ſo enraged at the Inſult offered to him, by England 
in particular, on whom he depended moſt to guaranty his Succeſ- 
ſton entire to Leopold, that he immediately altered his Will in favour 
of Philip, the preſent King of Spain. By this means France got 
— Poſſeſſion of the Spanys Monarchy on the Death of 
Charks ; which Leopold would have had, if the Inſult offered to the 
dying Prince, by partitioning his Poſſeſſions without his Conſent, 
had not provoked him to change the Diſpoſition he intended. 

"Tis hard to gueſs what ſhould induce K. William, who was 
thought to be as great in the Cabinet as in the Field, to fall into a 
Snare which could ſcarce fail being obſerved by the moſt moderate 
Under ſtanding. 1 | 
Fe. I ſee no Difficulty at all in ſolving the Matter. You ſhall 
ſee me unty the Knot, without having Recourſe either to Alexander's 
broad Sword, or the grand Conjuror in L g Street. As the Paſ- 
ſion of certain Folk, for the Family Doublet, has brought moſt of 
our preſent Evili upon us, ſo did the Love of a Pair of Dutch 
Trowsers the memorable Partition Treaty. Should Leopold, 
being Emperor, add the whole Spaniſb Monarchy to his hereditary 
Dominions, it may have w_ dreaded, that he, or ſome of his 
Q 2 


Sus- 
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Succeſſors, would * formidable as Charlis V. and then, 


Voke of Spain, but even encroached on the Spaniſh Netherlands 
during the Inability of Spain. Now, tho' the great Power, which 
the Spaniſb Monarchy would add to the remaining Branch of the 
Houle of 4»ftria, would be of Advantage to England, as it would 
ſecure her and the Liberties of Europe againſt the Power and Artifice 
of France; yet might Holland be jealous of ſuch Power in a Fa- 
mily that had juſt Demands upon her. The Dutch, both High 
and Low, have very ſignificant Words in their Language, to expreſs 
native Soil; they call it Motherland: And I make no doubt, that 
the Partition was as much owing to this ſame dear Motherland as the 
late Neutrality, and that long Bead-roll of Treaties, proviſional 
Treaties, Preliminaries, Conventions, foreign Subſidies, foreign Troops, 
and all the E? Czteras which have laid dejected Britannia as low 
as ſhe is at preſent. —Dear Mr. Farneſt, when ſhall we blind infa- 
tuated Englimen love Motherland as much as the Dutch and Ger- 
mans? When ſhall we conſult our real Intereſt ? When ſhall we 
tread back the unſafe expenſive Path which led us into all the Dif- 
ficulties, all the Haraſbips, all the Calamities which ſtare us full in 
the Face? My worthy Friend, take the Pains to paint the preſent 
diſtracted State of our Affairs: Few Men ſee them ſo diſtinctly, or 
deplore them ſo much; and 'tis ſome Alleviation in Pain to know 
one's Diſtemper. I feel all the Anguiſh that ſhould affect an Eng- 
Iman, tho' I know not ſo minutely the Cauſe of it. 7 
Faru. Infandum! Amice, jubes renovare dolorem. : : 
Feft. Thank you for your Compliment. I take the Subſtitution 
of Amice for Regina, to be deſigned as one, however the Variation 
may bear the Teſt of the Book-worms, and particularly of that 
learned Critick, and truly Orthodox Compiler of 7s Life, who 
has found out, in his Excurſion to fee if modern Rome be not more 
Pagan than the ancient, an apt Likeneſs between the Conſul who 
Javed his Country in a dangerous Conſpiracy, and One who has 
brought this his Mether/and into Scorn and Contempt with all the 
Nations of the Earth. 97" a] | x 
Earn. What may not a Man of Learning do? 
Jet. Rather, what may not a bold F tr attempt, who would 
* unchurch the Church of Rome, that he may the eaſier intro- 
duce D — m on the Ruins of all revealed Religion, and parti- 
cularly the C—h of E——4, the Glory of theſe Iſlands, and Ad- 


miration of the Continent, who denies not to have received her 


Ordination and ſome other £/>ntials from that of Rome? But ſuch 
is the Man, who is the Creature, the Penfioner, and the 6G 
Trumpeter of the M r, whoſe Province it is, under the au 


Headof the Church, to cheriſſi and maintain the Purity of her Doctrine. 
Earn. The Patron we will leave to the Conviction of his own = A 
| 88 right 
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right Heart; or, if that won't do, to the Juſtice of the Nation? 
The Client, to the Correction of his Dioceſan ; or, if he have not 
the Power nor the Will to chaſtiſe, een let him be turned over to 
the Conwecation, , WP 
Je. Ad Gracas Calendas. If ſpiritual Delinguents be not cal- 
led to account till the Convocation be permitted to meet, they may 
reckon upon being as ſafe as the governing Baſhaws of our Colonies, 
the late Directors of the Charitable Corporation, the late Commiſſioners 
for licenſing Hawkers' and Pedlars, or a late Teller of the Excheguer. 
But pray, Mr. Earneſt, has the Convocation been muxxled almoſt 
ever ſince the Acceffion, to prevent or Infidelity and Immorality? 
or as a Compliment or — to the eſtabliſhed nurſing C—h? | 
Earn. The known Zeal and Piety of the Royal Hd of our 
r Church, don't permit us to doubt of his paternal Intentions. _ 
Feft. Ay, ay, that is true; Love and Intention are ſynonimous 
Terms for one and the ſame Thing. —Well; the Church is, to be 
ſure, very happy in having ſo intelligent and tender a H—d ; and, 
6 contra, the H—d very happy in having ſo paſive a C—h to 
govern.— Well, well; having diſpatched this ſame Convocation, 
which ſtruck ſo much Terror into the ſound Hearts of certain P—es 
and inferior Paſtors, let us proceed to our Grievances, and- firſt let 
us examine the State of our Liberty. Mr. Earneſt, make not thoſe 
wry. Faces, as if you did not approve of the Diſcuſſion, or were 
afraid of entering upon it: Tell me not of your renovare nor infan- 
dum; I won't be ſaid Nay : Liberty is the Birth - right of a Briton; 1 
was born with it. — Another Shrug, as if you doubted I was born 
Free. —Prithee, old Mumps, do'ſ think I am a Chick of Yeſterday? 
I tell you, I was born long before the Acceſſton, or the Rewolution 
either: Engliſhmen were free before either the preſent or laſt Cen- 
tury ; and, I hope, will be ſo, when all thoſe that have made dan- 
gerous Attempts upon our Freedom ſhall be no more. 
Earn. You are very ſanguine, Mr. 7e; but you jocular Gen- 
tlemen are generally as brim- full of Hopes as Spirits: Now for my 
Part, I can't wind up my Fancy with Chimeras. What Hopes can 
a rational Briton conceive of future Freedom, when his Country ſhall 
have loſt her Trade, conſequently her Pozwer and Influence? What 
Hopes can be form of Liberty, when France ſhall make and unmake 
Kings and Emperors at her Pleaſure ; ſhall partition out the whole 
Continent as ſhe pleaſes ; and ſhall render all Europe her Tributaries 
or Slaves? Shall we vainly hope to retrieve our Affairs, to flouriſh, 
to riſe by the ſame Conduct, under the ſame Direct ions which brought 
us fo low and deſpicable as we now are? I would not willingly de- 
ſpond, but without a Miracle — 
Feſt. A ſteady, virtuous Repreſentative you mean, ſuch a one as 
I hope we are bleſſed with at preſent. 
Earn. My Friend, you forget that our Legiſlature is Tripartite. 
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Fel. But I remember who has, or ought: to have, Cuſtody of 
the Purſe ; and I always ſaw that the grey Mare was the better 
Horſe, whilſt ſhe had the Command of the Pence. 

Earn. But ſuppoſing the Keepers of the Purſe ſhould be able to 
ihduce- their Aſſociates in Power, to concur in an Alteration of Mea- 
ſures, what can their joint Effects do towards retrieying paſt Miſ- 
conduct? What can we do without Allies, without Reputation, or 
without Power ? What can we do whilſt we groan under the Weight 
of inſupportable Taxes, Decay of Trade, and a national Debt of al- 
moſt My Millions, which not — ſinks our Iaduſtry, but gives, 1 

t — „an incurable Wound to our Freedom ? 

555. Why, faith, old Friend, that is right; for I 1 to 
have plunged myſelf wantonly, in my unthinking Days, into a 
pretty large Debt, which I contracted to carry on a Chancery · ſuit 
init my elder Brother's Son; and, gad, I ſmart for it to this very 
; ſo that a Man who is daily in Dread of a Clap on the 
Shoulder by a raſcally Bun, cannot be ſaid to be in a State of * 

fect Freedom. 


— — Perfect Freedom, did you ſay, my Friend? alas | how can 
form to much as an Idea of it, who are plunged into ſo large 
a Debt, as puts them irrevocably into the Power of every Miniſler 
at the Head of the T——y 2? Judge of the additional Power ae 
a Minifler or C—t acquires by awing, nay, by commanding 
three preat Companies, the principal Creditors of the Publick : ny 
again how his Power is — by the Multiplication of Places fo 
his Gift; and what an &»Auence he muſt acquire in all E ections, ſpe- 
dial juries, and on various other Occaſions, by the Savarm em- 
ployed in the Collection of the Taxes for paying the annual Intereſt 
of the mighty Debt. The Civil Legions are as abſoluely at the 


Beck of a T-—r, as the Military are at the Devotion of his Maſter. 


Feft. Dreadful herifions ! but, Mr. Earneſt, you mentioned 
the Words rrevocably in the Power of a Minifter, or C— . I hope 
you did not mean, * it was intended our nationa ! Debt ſhould 
never be paid off ?. Tis true, I have heard it whiſper'd, that it was 
one of the Quack B's Advices or Maxims, never to pay off 
the publick Debts ; alledging as a Reaſon, that they were the only 
Pliage his M—r's Family could have for our Loyalty and Fidelity. 
The ſame Language I remember to have heard in the Days of 
Mouſe M——#e, when he and others firſt projected Antic ipations 


after the Revolution. 

Earn. Tho' I can't anſwer for the Truth of what you may have 
heard concerning Advice or Maxims, either by B—h—- ſince the 
Acceſſion, or M—ue after the R—a, I will venture to aſſert, 
That our whole Debt m Fit have been paid off by this time, if 
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Fe. I fancy you may go ſafely a greater Length, and fay, That 


had Minifters and P—ts done their Duty to their Mat herland, there 
never had been Auticipationt, and conſequently no Debt at all. 
Oh! how this poor Mother/and of ours has been juggled, cuz- 
zened, and bed—d, by Natives and ——, fince you and I have 
ſeen the preſent mourning Britannia gay and chearful as the God 
of Day! —Well, if I could be fure that our Debts were purpaſely 
continued to ſecure our Loyalty, I would wiſh the R— and 4-—+ 
too, to the —, *'Sdeath ! Mr. Earneſt, is an Intail of Debts an a+ 
dequate Recompence for all the Bhed and Treaſure ſpent by Bris 
tannia's deluded Sons? Is all Gratitude fled with Liberty? or are 
People to be made Beafts of Burthen and Slaves, for having been 
more æwilling and dutiful than any other in the World ? — | 
Earn. My Friend, you have work'd yourſelf into an honeſt Paſſion; 
Feſt. I have ſo ; and, gad, if my Indignation hold much longer, 
J will be a Hottento?, before I own myſelf a blind Enghfman : I 
will not only quit the Name, but dear England too: For if I muſt 
be a S—, let it be any where rather than in the Spot where I ſo 
long have breathed the pure Air of Freedom —Well, our Debts affect 
our Liberty; granted; next, I ſuppoſe you will ſay, and with the 
— <q that an exorbitant Load of Taxes are inconſiſtent with 
iberty. | | | 


Earn. By, your own Rule, that the Huſband transfers the Breeches 


to his Rib, when he intruſts her with laying out his Money. 
Feft. Ah ! that louſy Breeches, which has cauſed all our preſent 
Grief ! — but I beg your Pardon for interrupting you ; our Taxes 
then affect our Freedom. | | ; 
Earn. Undoubtedly, can a Nation be ſaid to be free that are, and 
have been taxed for half a Century beyond their Strength; beyond 
their moſt ſlaviſn Neighbours ; nay, beyond any People we either 
know or read of? From the Re/toration down to the Revolution, the 
Amount of all our Taxes ſeldom exceeded Tawetue hundred thouſand 
Pounds, and never above Eighteen hundred thouſand ; but fince they 
have ſeldom been ſo low as five Mi/lions, and often ſeven and eight 
Millions annually. 
been ſaddled with, not only during pur Wars, but whilſt we were 


in Peace with all the World: And as an Addition to our Miſery, 


we have never been fo little able to ſupport it, our ry fading, 
and our Trade decaying gradually ever fince the R——z. . 

Feſt. Yes, our M-—y were at Peace with all the World, except 
their own deluded fel Subjects, upon whom they bave made a 
conſtant cruel War. Like fierce Enemies, they have annually ra- 
vag'd the Land, and rais'd more exorbitant Contributions than the 
moſt ſavage Foe. You will ſay, that they had the Sanction of our 
own Conſent for their Devaſiations. Here lies the Fallacy ; here 
the big Iniquity ; Sejanus might have pleaded the Sanction of the 


This Load, this inſupportable Load, we have 
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Raman Senate, the Roman Sh—w rather, for all his Extortions, 


and all the other dangerous Evils of his Adminiſtration. Mr. Far- 


x2, it ſeems to me evident, that as our Debts are continued to ſe- 
cure our Obedience, ſo are our Taxes to force us to that Obedience by 
an Inability of ſhaking off the Ch—s which tie up our Hands. 
Harraſs the higheſt mettled Steed by continual Labour, keep him to 
hard Meat,. he will become a Skeleton, low ſpirited, and a Jade, 
In like manner, tax and burthen the moſt intrepid People on the 
Earth, reduce them to Poverty and Want, you ſhall bring down 
their high Stomachs, you ſhall break their high Spirits, you ſhall 
make them Slaves; nay, you ſhall ſo inure them to the Laſh, that 
they ſhall forget they were ever free. — Oh, my Friend! how has 
our dear Mot herland, this faireſt Chak of all the World, been rent 
and tatter*d, ſheer*d and ſnip'd, to enlarge, ſecure, and embelliſh a 
d d Breeches we have nothing to ſay to; nay, a rotten Breeches, 
which, by a fundamental Contract, we were never to have lac'd or 
embroider'd, nor ſo much as darn'd or patch'd ! 12. 
Faru. You talk of fundamental Contracts. Alas! what are Con- 
tracts to the Mighty and Wi——d? How many have we ſeen ſo 
erforated as to reſemble Siewes, more than ſacred Contracts? Even 
ona Charta | 
Feſt. Has had a whole Army march'd thro' it. Fifty thouſand 
arm'd Men kept up for Shew, or for a worſe Purpoſe, are not very 
conſiſtent ih the Spirit, nor Letter of that ſacred Charter of 
our Freedom, the Glory of our Anceſtors, and our Security againſt 
the Rapaciouſneſs of M——rs, and Ambition of K——s: Magna 
Charta is little better regarded by ſome Folks than by C—1, Who, 
1 may remember, changed the Charta, by way of Deriſion into 
| a. But he avow'd his Ambition, he openly declared him- 
ſelf an Enemy to the Conſtitution, and ſo far he was a generous E- 
nemy : But for any Men to aſſume the Air of 7u/ice, to put on 
the fair Robe of Friend/ip, and ſap, and mine, and wound, that 
which they pretend to revere, is rank Hypocriſy, is Villany : They 
are the more w——d, as the Secret is more dangerous, and harder 
to be guarded againſt, than the open Enemy — Mr. Earneſt, I am 
told ſtrange Things of our Magne Chartz ; for, it ſeems, there 
have been more than one, which, a Counſellor of my Acquaintance 
tells me, have never been repeal'd ; and, I hope, never will. 
Earn. Your Information was true: There were ſeveral great 
Charters for ſecuring our Liberties, which are ſtill in Force, as ha- 
ving been confirmed by that Magna Charta, which is reported in 
our Statute-books. | | | | 
Feſt. Ay; but the Counſellor aſſures me, That, by one of theſe, 
which he five he has ſeen in the Cotton Library, before the laſt un- 
happy Fire, the People have a Right to appoint a Council of about 
#aventy five of the Barons, or principal Subjects; who, by that — 
cre 
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tred Law, ſhall have full power to puniſh Mm, and effeQuals 


redreſs all Grievances. We have no Cauſe, tis true, for ſuch a 
cil at preſent, becauſe we have a P t, who, without 
doubt, will take our Calamities into ſerious Conſideration: But it 
muſt give infinite, pleaſure to every Man, tenacious of Liberty, to 
know that the fundamental Laws of his Country, ſupport all db- 
tiful Demands for the Redreſs of Grievances. $2” 
Earn. Our Conflitution is certainly founded on Principles of Re- 
ene and I remember none of the old Charters for ſecuring our 
reedom, that have been actually repeal'd. On the contrary, all 
thoſe Laws for reſtraining the Subjects, which were paſs'd in Com- 
pliment to Charles II. at the Refloration, are either actually or vir- 
tually repealed by the Bill of Rights and other 4#s, at and ſince 
the lution. But what of this String of Laws in favour of Liber- 
ty; what of all this Out-fide, this Pomp and Shew of Freedom, when 
there is a late Law that ties up the Hands of the whole People 
more effectually than the actual Repeal of all our Charters could 
have done? . 

Fe. You mean the Riot-a#; that comfortable Doſe; that Cor- 
dial, which we owe to the as we do our Debts, Taxes, loſs 
of Trade, loſs of IySuence, and all the dd Al that now cover 
poor Britannia with the Robe of Grief and Mourning ? Still may 
that louſy Breeches be for ever c—d ! 2 

Earn. Rather, may thoſe who have been corrupted and blinded 
to the undoing of dear Motherland, be cd for projecting firſt, 
and co-operating afterwards with and- . 

Foft. Lean — my dear Friend, are C—s upon thoſe 
who have tied up our Hands, and virtually broke thro' all the 
Charters of old Engl conſtitutional Freedom. | 

Earn. Had there been ſuch an Act as the Riot at the Time that 
Refifiance became abſolutely neceſſary in the laſt Age, where would 
have been the Revolution? where would have been Liberty? 
where our Church and the Reformation? I am not afraid to ſay, that 
the Riot-laww is inconſiſtent with the Spirit of the Revolution ; and 
if I ſhould ſay, that it carries with it bigger Miſchief than all that 
enormous Weight of Oypreſſions, complain'd of, either now, or here- 
tofore, I don't think I ſhould be miſtaken. By this Law any Num- 
ber of Men, exceeding twelve, ſhall be guilty of Felony, if they don't 
diſperſe after reading the Proclamation. I would aſk the pretend- 
ed Friends of Liberty and the Rewolution, what Chance could our 
glorious Anceſtors have had of handing down Freedom to us, if there 
had been ſuch a Law in James II.'s Days? Tumult and Rebel- 
lion I would have reſtrain'd ; but to make it Felony to meet in or- 
der to concert Meaſures for Redreſs of Freedom, is, not to ſay more, 
inconſiſtent with the Liberties of a free People, I remember it was 
urged by the Projectors of ** Law, that it was of abſolute 


Neceſ- 


/ 


a* 


Neceſſity. There was, l ſome Colour for it tn the Year 1715 


but why; was it not made temporary? Was it ab/olutely neceſſary to 


make it perpetual ? 

Feft. Yes, my Friend; it was abſclutely neceſſary for thoſe that 
intended to enfl—e a free People. You will ſay, there may have 
been a Colour alſo, for continuing the Parliament in the Ferment 
which the Rebellion in 1715 occaſioned; but was there any Ne- 
ceeſſity for 2 the ſeptennial Law perpetual? C ts, for the 

moſt part, are li | 

ver, or ſeldom, reftore. Ph 26ers. 
Earn. And yet it would ſeem by our Prefuſengſi ſince the Ac- 

ceſſian, that we had a quite other Opinion of C——ts and K——s 

than the Experience of all Apes and Nations ſhould have taught 
us. Fatal Profuſion! : 4 Bo DO: Poſe ne 
| . More fatal Corruption in ſome, Yredulity and B/indnſ5 

in — Now that we have rouz'd the frightful Lions of Penal 

Laws, let us hunt them down, by the Breath of our Lungs at leaſt, 

before we loſe them out of Sight. 


"Earn. They are ſo many, my Friend, fo mulliph d ſince the 


n, and particularly fince the A n, that . 
Feft. It would puzzle an Archimedes to count them. | 
Earn. Tho' we began the firſt Day of the new Year — 
Fei. We ſhould get quite thro” it before we could reach to the 
End of thoſe that relate to ſunggling, the Cuſſom and Exciſe only: 
They are all Pena] Laws, and of the harſher Nature; and, which 
is worſe, deſign'd more, I am afraid, to carb and reſtrain the Sub- 
je, than to prevent the illicit Practices of unfair Dealers. 
Earn. I don't pretend to dive into the Intention; but 
whilſt moſt of our Penal Laws are in Force, we can neither fay, 
nor think, that we are a free People; it being a Truth as clear as 
the Sun, that we neither are, nor can be free, whilſt there are ſo 
many legal Manacles in the Hands of our Enemies. 8 
Fe. Enemies, Mr. Earnefl? - | | 
Earn. Yes, and the moſt dangerous of Enemies, when ſolely com- 
manded by, and implicitly obeying a ſingle M——r, who has 
acted ſo audaciouſly and corruptly throughout a very long Admi- 
miſtration, that he can have no Hopes of avoiding the Folia of his 
Country, but by undermining her Conftitution, and trampling over 
her Freedom. Are not theſe his Legions ſpread throughout the Land, 
as ſo many Spies on the Actions and Words of his injured Fellow- 
ſubjects? Are they not as ſo many Centineli poſted by a Man, whom 
the whole People ſuſpect, upon too certain Grounds, to have pro- 
jected the impoveriſhing, eng Schemes which appear but too 
evidently to have been adopted ſince the A—— ? «i noe this mi- 
niſterial Army impowered to enter any Man's Houſe, the greateſt 
Peer's not excepted, at any Hour, and upon every frivolous Pre- 


tence, 


e the Church; they willingly receive all, but ne- 
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or can be ſafe, either in his Prrſon 


tence, or none at all? Who is, 
or Property, when the moſt profligate of the daft often the Scum 


of the Nation, may firſt convey prohibited: s into ſome obſcure 
part of a Man's Houſe, and afterwards i»form and proſecute? And 
that this may, and without doubt is, and has been practiſed, no 
Man can-doubt, who confiders that theſe M I Miſcreants 
may legally intrude themſelves where-ever and whenever they 
ſhall think proper. How has the Dread of theſe Harpies influen- 


ced Elections of t? What Man of middling Circumſtances, 


how honeſt ſoever, dare venture to diſobey the Injunctions of a Ca- 
fom or Exciſe Officer, who has all the Power and-Countenance of a 
h ry to ſupport him in all his Exactions, Informations and 
Proſecutions ? The Power and Influence of a Miniſter and C—+t 
are ſo great, ſo enormous, as the Pena Laaus now ſtand, that I con- 
feſs myſelf amazed at the preſent glorious Stand made againſt the 


wa and W———d. 2 

F admit the Sand to be glorious; but ſhould it produce no 
more than a of Hands in the Ad n; ſhould it pro- 
duce no Change of Mea ſures; ſhould it not produce a Repeal of all 
thaſe Laws that now put the whole People into the Power of the 
C—— ; ſhould it — nathing more than the Removal of are 
or a few obnaxious Men, or even the Puniſhment of them; ſhould 
it not, in ſhort, as you have ſaid on another Occaſion, produce ſuch 
a conſtitutional Power as may go to the Roo? of all our Evili, adieu 
to Happineſs, to L——y, or even to the Hopes of tranſmitting to 
Poſterity, thaſe Bleſſings handed down to us by our glorious Ance- 
ftors. Who, that feels Compaſſion, or has any Senſe of Freedom or 


x 


Danger, that does not ſhrink when he conſiders the vaſt Powers of 


the C——, and the Inability in every Shape, of thoſe for whoſe 
Happineſs alone Government was firſt inſtituted ? Who can reflect 
without Indignation on a late Attempt for laying the Ax to the 
Root of Liberty; or without raiſing his Heart to the great Author 
of Freedom, for having inſpired, on that. Occaſion, ſuch a general 


Spirit as intimidated, even the Frontleſs and Shameleſs ? But alas! 
my Friend, ſhould not the preſent glorious Band be able to wade 


thro? the vaſt Difficulties in their way ; Difficulties as Matters are 
circumſtanced, as Power is ripened, almoſt inſurmountable ; ſhould 
they not be able to clear away all the Fh which pollutes the 
Stream of our Liberties, how ſoon may another ſuch Attempt, or 
worſe, be made? how ſoon may an Ax, already whetted by Penal 
Laws, already almoſt at the Root of Freedom, be drove quite through 
it, ſo as never more to emit Shoots or Branches? The late Symg- 
gling-adt alone, if there were none of thoſe Dozens of other ga! 

hains, that tie us up Neck and Heels, is ſuch a Weapon as may 
cut away, not only the Freedom, but Life, of any Man in the Na- 
uon. 8 | 


E 2 Earn, 
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Farn, By 8. unprecedented Law, every Man; I ſay every Man, 
becauſe no Man is exempted but thoſe whom we have good Rea- 
ſon to look upon as our mortal Foes, the Swarms under the abſolute 
Direction of the T——-ry ; I fay then, that by that Act, every 
Man who travels armed between Sun- ſet and Sun-riſe within a few 
Miles of the Sea - coaſt, may be ſeiz'd, impriſon'd, condemn'd, and 
executed, or tranſported, at the Pleaſure of a C t and ſpecial 


Wy. : 
7 Fefl. Oh! that ſame Monſter, ſpecial Fury, is a precious Jewel 
in the Hands of a Miniſtry and C—t. 's 

Earn. A Monſter, indeed! and yet hatch'd under the Wings of 
c 2 or perhaps the only good Law of the kind that has been known 
of late. 7 6 1750 

Je. You mean that for balloting for cher ? 


Farr. I do; and from this Inſtance alone, a Man may gueſs at 


the State of our Freedom. In Matters of Property, litigated between 
Man and Man, a Jury ſhall be balloted for ; but in Matters of in- 
finitely higher Conſequence to the Freedom of the SubjeR, that 1s; 
where his Liberty and Life are at Stake, the Jury ſhall be at the 
Choice of thoſe whoſe Inclination and Intereſt it may be that he for- 
feits both: And this is that ſort of Jury which is called Special. 
Feſt. *Specially ſubverſive of all natural Rt. This ſame — 
cious Specialty, hatch'd under the vivifying Wing of an Act ſo ſpe- 
ciouſly good, puts me in mind of an Exception or Canſtruct ion (pro- 
ductive of Hardſhip, and anſwering the End of Power as well as 
the former) to one other of our ſpecious good Acts, which, the? 
not of a general Concern, is not much leſs injurious, in and withii 
ten Miles round this great Metropolis. By the Act for preventing 
frivolous and wexations Suits, no Perſon ſhall be held to Bail, on an 
Action brought in any of the Courts at Veſiminſter, for any Sum 
under ten Pound; but by the Doctrine of Specialty, any Perſon may 
be held to Bail, worry'd, flung into Goal, and deſtroy'd, by owing 
ſo ſmall a Sum as forty Shillings, provided the Writ be iſſued by 
that courtly Court called the Marſbal's. By this 4 == Exception, 
or Confiru#ion, the loyal Inhabitants within ten Miles of his Ma- 
jeſty's Palace, may, and actually are, daily ſtung to Death by the 
Ajps of the Law ; whereas, the reſt of his good Subjects are only to 
be torn to pieces by the Wolves of the Profeſſion. To be ſure, 
Liberty muſt be as ſleek as a Race-horſe, and as florid in the Face 
as a Livery-wearing, dignify'd Levite, in a Country where all ſuch 
—_— Confirutions and Specialties are countenanced and admit- 


Earn. O that we had only Exceptions and Conſtructiont to com- 
plain of; tho? even theſe, were they of leſs Conſequence, leſs in- 
jurious to Liberty than thoſe we have cited, might, in Time, take 
Root and ſpread into down-right 'T'=——y. Few or no Nations * 
* | 0 
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Joſt their Freedom at once | Bf Work has been generally flow and 


gradual : But ſure, the enſlaving Work is to be done by ſuch De- 
grees as creep inſenſibly upon a People; ſuch Degrees, however, as 
make 8 habitual, and conſequently much more difficult to 


be withſtood or prevented, than if puſhed home with Violence or 


Precipitation. firſt Step towards the Loſs of the Freedom of 
the ancient free Remans, was under Colour of reſtraining Licentiouſ+ 
neſi, and reſtoring Virtue. Specious Pretexts ! Brkt 
_ Feſt. Such, you may remember, as were made uſe of lately for 


licenſing Dramatic Writings ; ſuch as were made uſe of alſo for ex- 


[eifing Wine and Tobacco. Thoſe Commodities were to be exci/ed, to 


prevent Men from fraudulently invading the Property of the Crown; - 


which, to be ſure, was a huge monſtrous Sin: And Vit is now ex- 
2 to prevent expoſing the Weakneſs or Corruption of ſome great 
iathan in Poſt and Power; one of thoſe deep-dy'd Sins, which 
the Ulra Mountane Divines, and Court Lewites here at home, call 
Sins againſt the H—y Gh—t. | x 
_ Earn. Happy for theſe ill-fated Nations that Minorities are, or 
are ſoon like to become, Majorities. This glorious Proſpect pre- 
vents the Exciſe on Dramatic Mit to be extended to Wit in general; 
*Tis ſcarce to be doubted, that there was a premeditated Defigy of 
reſtraining the Liberty of the Pre/5, when this Law paſſed ; nor had 
the Deſign dropp'd, if the Yar had not given ſuch a Turn to Af- 


fairs as obliged certain Men to turn their Thoughts to their own - 


Safety, preferable to all other Conſiderations. But the Preſs was 


never intended to be reftrained but in Politics, and in expoſing the 


— — w——d Miaiſters; not in reſtraining Athei/-m and Deiſn, 
which are ſuffered, nay countenanced, to bear down all Religion 
and Virtue before them. 

Feſt. Religion and Virtus! Ha! ha! pretty Baubles to ſport with, 
in a Country wherein Liberty has been on the Wean, and Corruption 
the only Deity revered, for the beſt Part of half a Century ! Pri- 
thee, old Muſty, let thoſe good old venerable Things reſt in Peace 
with the Aſhes of our Patriot Anceſtors. Do'ſt thou not remem- 
ber what the old Biographers ſay of the Religion and Virtus of Rome, 
ſo ſoon as the Cz/ars ſet their cloven Feet on the Neck of Liberty ? 


Has it ever been known, that a People, indifferent about their Li- 


berties, have been either religious or virtuous? Man is a free A- 
gent, and, as ſuch, Liberty is neceſſarily blended with his Nature: 


Liberty therefore may be properly called the primary Object of Man: 
This Poftulatum being granted, it follows, that he who conteatedly” 


parts with his Freedom, will never trouble his Noddle about ſecon- 
dary Conſiderations. 


Earn. I perceive, my merry Friend, that the Ruſt of Time has 


not quite wore off the Edge of your Memory; you have not forgot 


our Logick, 
. I 
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Fe. A Fiddle for your Logick and Sophiftry !—Truth is Truth, 
was, and will be ever ſo, without the Quirks and Quibbles of 
Schoolmen. Liberty is the firſt and choiceſt Gift of Heaven; tis 
the Birthright of Man, and particularly of Britons. It was thought 
ſo, — and preſerved, before the firſt impious Iuader of it, 
Cæſar, ſet his Foot upon our Land. Old Gef of Monmeuth-records 
the Anſwer of one of our glorious Anceſtors to Fu/zxs, which proves 
what our Fathers thought of Liberty. Tell your Roman Chief, 
« ſaid Ca/bellan, General of the Britzh Army, that the Britons 
« had ever been accuſtomed to Liberty, which, if the Gods themi- 
% ſelves ſhould endeavour to take it from them, they would 76 
© to the utmoſt of their Power.“ Tell me then, Mr. Zarnefl, if 
all Reftraints, that are not abſolutely neceſſary for promoting the 
Happineſs of the Community, be not inconſiſtent with that Liberty 
which our Anceſtors, both Pagan, and Pepiſb, and Proteſtant, have 
tranſmitted to us? And tell me next, for I would willingly be in- 
formed, whether the Riot-a, the Licenſing- act, the late Smageling- 
ac, a thouſand Chain-impoſing Clauſes in the Multitude of Acht re- 
lating to the Cuſtomt and Exciſe, the Special Fury Clauſe, the Saf 
penſions of the Habeas Corpus Law, the Septennial Law, and a fland- 
ing Army to enforce the Execution of theſe and many more Laws of 
the ſame Tendency ; tell me, I ſay, thou dear, but unhappy, Par- 
taker of my Woes, whether a M:/application of the Wealth and na- 
wal Force of the Kingdom, a vaſt Ircreaſe of Civil Officers and Sala- 
ries, an Army of Placemen and Penſioners in Parliament, a prodi- 
gious Expence in Sub/idies to impotent uſeleſs foreign Princes, and 
in maintaining foreign Troops, for the Security of a louſy Breechesy 
Yet, tell me, I ſay again, if aggrandizing our hereditary and moft 
formidable Enemy, and ſuffering our ancient and moſt natural A 
to be ruined ; if fitting down tamely to ſee the late Emperor wor- 


ried by France and her Allies; to ſee Lorrain annexed to the Gal. 


liel Crown—Alas ! poor BurtTannra! almoſt afraid to know thy- 
ſelf— But, your Pardon, my Friend; the Weight of Sorrow on 


my Heart carried me from my Parpoſe—Pray tell me, if the-Enu- 


meration J have made be juſt ; and, if it be, whether the Conduct 
of our Miniſters and Pts for many Years paſt, tended to 
ſtrengthen or weaken the Baſis of Britih Liberty in particular, and 
that of Europe and Proteſtants in general? | | 
* Earn. Machiavel lays it down as a Fundamental in Politicks, 
That a Conflitution, which ſubſiſts long, muſt often recur to its firſt 
Principles. — * HERE: k 

Fefl. A Fig for the old Florentin ! Prithee tell me not of firſt 
or laſt Principles ; ſo we but recur to ſome 3 that will enable 
us to be free and happy, no Matter what it be: If we can't lay our 


Hands on a modern Principle that will anſwer this glorious Purpoſe, 
Een let us recur to one that ſhall, tho? it be as wrinkled as old Pay. 


Tell 


E. nd YG em a y9 may vu , % 


mr, 9 By om I 


C7 © * 


tl 
tl 


8.28 


EA 

Tell me of no Principles that won't admit of the Diſcharge of the 
national Debt. Let all Principles go to the—, that lays it down 
as a Maxim, to load Mens Backs with Debts and Taxes, in order to 
ſecure their Fidelity. Give me a Principle that will eaſe me of both, 
and of penal Laws, and of flanding Armies, and foreign louſy 
Breeches, and of every other damned Clog upon my Freedom, and 
the Trade of my dear Motherland.—Now, that I have named Tradt, 
prithee, old Stiff, let us know how it came, to ſpeak in the Phraſe 
of the old Riddle.propoſed to Madam Sphinx, to gallop upon A 
fiurs after the Refloration, to limp it but upon two Legs after the 
Rewolution, and ſcarce to be able to creep upon one battered Hoof 
ſince the Acceſſion, tho' we have been, till very lately, in Peace with 
all the World; and Trade, they ſay, thrives in Peace, as Melons do 
in a warm Seaſon ? FIN 
- Earn. Ves, if Caterpillars don't nibble at the Rev of either. 
There are Caterpillars in the State, as well as in Gardens; and 
thoſe in the latter are by far the leaſt noxious. 

| Feft. For which Reaſon I hope ſoon to ſee them deſtroyed. We 
have a Set of honeſt Wezders now in P——t, who ſeem inclined, 
and I hope will have the Power, to baniſh all the State Fermin 
from our Eden, that was before poor Trade was lamed. 

| Earn. I have as great Veneration for the glorious ſtruggling Band 
as *tis poſſible ; and hope I ſhall have no Reaſon to alter my Sen- 
timents of their Virtus: But ſhould they content themſelves with 
the laying down of one, or a few, great Miniſters; ſhould they con- 
tend only for a Change of Hands, and not perſevere till Meaſures 
ſhall be changed; ſhould they ſtop ſhort at the Threolz, and not 


rummage every Office, every Creek of the polluted Fabrick ; ſhould ' 
they not turn the clear Stream of virtuaus Scrutiny, and reſearch | 


into the Stables of the State, and waſh away all the Ordure and 
Filth within; ſhould they not clear away Corruption where-ever it 
hath taken Not- | 
Feſt. Ay, my Friend; the Root of all things ſhould be look'd to: 
Without going thither, all other Labour is loſt ; let the Nat be 
wholeſome, let it be natural, and my Life the Tree leaves, bloſ- 
ſoms, and bears fair Fruit as heretofore. TA 
Ear. Should, I ſay, thoſe that-are now become popular and 
powerful, by appearing to be, what I hope they are, true Patriots, 
ſever or divide out of any Conſideration whatever, before _ ſhall 
have redreſſed all our Grievances ; ſhould they, or any few of them, 
capitulate for Honours, Titles or Poſts, before the great, the glori- 
rus Work is quite finiſhed — 
Feſt. Should any of them turn State Screens, as Mr V did 
in the Year 1720 | | 
© Earn. Should all our Hopes vaniſh into Smoak and ambitious Fume 
in the preſent Year, as it did in that, [ſhall have done 5 
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boaſting pretended Patriots. I am an Enemy to all Iupe fim, L 


hate the playing an old Game by new Hands. | | 

Feſt. Right, old Truſty; it is the Politics which ruin, and not the 
Man. Names are idle Things; they may ſerve to amuſe Children, 
but Men of Senſe will expect more ſubſtantial Food. What is it to 
me, whether a W—e or P-—y make me a Slave? A Chain is a 
Chain, whether it be put on by a preſent Cr, or by one that takes 
his Place hereafter. 1 

Earn. There is one plain and eaſy Maxim in Politics, which, be- 
ing obſerved, never fails of rewarding the Miniſter with Glory, with 
Honour and Safety; that is Hengſy. 0 

Feft. A Phantom where do you expect to find her ? 

Earn. Amongſt that bright Band, who have made us believe, 
J hope truly, that they have, and will march under her unſullied 
Banner, till they mall have reſtored the dejected Britannia to her 
former Power and Glory. 

Feſt. I ſhall believe Hongſy to be as much at their Hearts as Lips 
if I ſee our P—ts annual. I am for none of your Triennials ; 
tho* they be better than your Sept s, yet am I for the old, very 
old, Conflitutions ; I am for a Set of honeft Men, ſent up early in the 
Year, paid by their Conſtituents, and diſcharged after two or three 
Months ſweating in St. S—z's Chapel ; upon ſuch, a C—t can 
have no Influence. | 

Faru. Two or three Months is ſcarce time enough for adjuſting 
controverted Elections. | 
Feſt. Why are Elections controverted, but becauſe ſome Folks ex- 

to make their Fortunes by Seats, that were intended for the 


9 — Meal only ? Let P—ts be annual, and, my Life, you habe 


ut few controverted Elections; and that you may be ſure there will 
be few, let Sh—s be choſen as formerly, by the Fiteholders of each 
County, as the Sh—s of Corporations and County Coroners are. 
Earn. You don't expect the glorious Band will go thoſe Lengths? 
* Feſt. If they would merit the Epithet you give them, I ain ſure 
they muſt go great Lengths. 
Earn. You would not have them attempt altering the Conſtitution ? 
Feſt. No; I would have it refored only—Let us have no Penal 
Laws, but what are abſolutely for the Good of the Community; 
no Armies, but what are employed againſt our Enemies; no Flets, 
but for the Security of our Coaſt, and Protection of our Trade; 
none for Parade only, or for convoying the Royal Striplings of an 
ambitious Houſe to ah, or elſewhere ; no Taxes, but what are 
purely neceſſary for defraying the current Expence ; and thoſe pro- 
portioned with due Regard to the Indu/?rious and Poor. Let us have 
as few Tax-gathering Drones as poſſible ; as few Penfioners and Sine- 
eures as before the Revolution; and as ſmall a Sum laid out for /e- 
cret Services as before the Accefſion, This laſt Article has ſwelled 
| | up 


| 


„ | 

up from a Sprat to a Mali ſince the Death of Queen Arne. 
Earn, That good Princeſs — - 

Feft. Stood in no need of artificial Strength to ſupport her Gt. 
She wed her Subjects, and had grateful Returns of Love from them; 
ſhe was revered and dreaded thoughout the Continent, and had no 
Occaſion, either to buy Alliances, or purchaſe Preliminaries, Con- 
wentions, or Neutralities ; ſhe dreaded no neighbouring Power, but 
was courted and fawned upon by thoſe that are now moſt dreadful ; 
ſhe had a Heart wholly Engl;4, had no Intereſt ſeparate from that 
of her People, and her dear Country; and had neither Territory nor 
Concern foreign to the true Intereſt of her Kingdoms. How ſhould 
ſuch a Ruler want the Aid of Spies or Penſioners, foreign or domeſtick, 
of Haſb- money at home and abroad, and of a thouſand other Articles, 
which compoſe the dark Account of ſecret Services? But ſbe is at 
reſt and 7 ; I wiſh I had been ſo before this gloomy Day: For, 
my Friend, with old Dan Shakeſpear, 


I think our Country finks beneath the V 2 | 
1t weeps, it bleeds, and each new Day, a Gaſh 
I added to her Wounds 


Earn. In truth, the Proſpect is not the moſt inviting and chear- 
ful, that you and I have ſeen; but, my Friend, we have ſtill a 
Foundation of Wealth and Power ; which, if enlarged 
Fe. If exerted you mean; we want but a proper Exertion of 


our Power. Let but your proven Band, an Epithet I hope and 


wiſh they may deſerve, and hand down to lateſt Poſterity; let them, 


I ay, but once ſet their dear Country right; let them {et her free, 


and humble and puniſh: the national Fees, whilſt they have the Aſ- 
cendant, and I will anſwer for the Return of Virtue, of Fuſtice, 
and of Halcyon Days; let them keep up the glorious Spirit, 
which appeared to have animated them hitherto ; let not Diſcord, 
falſe Ambition, nor that curſed of Curſes Se Hintere, diſunite them; 
let them be as one virtuous, irreſiſtible Phalanx, that can neither 


be vanquiſhed by Force, nor broke by Fraud, or by fair Promiſes 3 


no, not by Gold itſelf; let them, I ſay, cloſe and double their Ranks, 
in Proportion to the Efforts, the Wilks, Offers and Artifices of the 
common Enemy: Thus ſhall they baffle all the Power and Machina- 
tions of the Foe, and retrieve, at leaſt have a Chance of retrieving 
the Errors, either willing or wilful, of former Pts and Miniſters. 
But ſhould Diſſenſion or E Thirſt of Rale, of Titles, of Di- 
flintions, Ribbons or Baubles ; ſhould theſe, or any other Motive, or 
ſhould even a Deference to any very great and— young Man, induce a- 
ny of them towwarp from the 9 — of their ſetting out, fare · 
wel Freedom, farewel—my dear Country; Adieu for ever to no- 
minal Patriotiſm and Britiſb Honeſty. — But, no more; I will hope 
for the beſt, and ſuſpend my _—_ till that b comes, or _ 1 

VS 


42 ] | 
have Cauſe for wiſhing I had never hoped Again, my worthy: 
Friend, I intreat you will beſtow a few Moments on the Yad of 
our Morherland, already upon Crutches.- 7 x 
Faru. You are too ſenſible of the great Importance of Trade, 
for me to diſcant upon the Benefits and nero” 4» of it to this 
Nation in particular. Tis the Nerve, the Spring of our Wealth and 
Power; tis the Nurſery of our Seamen, the-Bulwarks of our Coaſt, 
and Protectors of the very Trade to which they owe their Skill and 
Intrepidity. Our Induſtry we owe to Trade, as well as our Afflu 
ence and Luxury. In ſhort, tis every thing to us, and without it 
we ſhould be nothing; *tis our Paladium, and the Moment we loſe 
it, our Troy, our dear Britannia, will be little better than a, poor de- 
ſolate Ifle, unpeopled, uncultivated, a Prey to the firſt Invader. 
Felt. The Advantages of Trade being ſo very obvious, tis ſtrange 
it ſhould be ſo much neglected as it has of late Vears. 

Earn. Tis not at all ſtrange to me that Miniſters ſhould negle& 
what they did not underſtand; and what, perhaps, they intended, 
or were d to neglect, for the ſame Purpoſe that our Debts are 
unpaid. Moſt Miniſters ſince the R-—2x ſeemed to have no Re- 
gard for Trade, but ſo far as it contributed to fill the Exchequer. 

Fei. The glorious Engliſh-bearted Elizabeth, and her Miniſters, 

had other Notions of Trade. os 

Earn. They had other Notions of their Country, of poor Britan- 
nia, than ſome that ſhall be nameleſs. That great Engliſß Queen 
cheriſhed and encouraged Trade ; it took Root under her, ſhot forth 
in the ſucceeding Reign, bloſſom'd in that of Charles I. became 
Fruit during the Uſurpation, and ripened to full Maturity, after 
the happy Reſtoration. I reckon it was at the Height when the 
fatal Bigotry of Janes II. and the Perfidy and riß of his Mi- 
niſters, made it neceſſary for the Nation to aſſert the Right, which 
Britons have, and I hope always will have. No wonder that Trade 
| ſhould flouriſh from the Refforation to the Rewolaution. It was free, 
It was unincumbered, it was encouraged ; there were no Clogs u 
an Induſtry ; the Revenue of the Crown was ſmall ; there was no 
national Debt ; there was no Arm; there was no ſecret Service Mo- 
ney; there were no ef Ceteras which have grown upon us ſince; con- 
ſequently, there were but few Taxes that affected Trade. Thus 

re we enabled to outdo all Europe in Trade; and thus had we 
the ſupplying, and particularly the clothing, all the habitable 
World—But our Expence in conſequence of the Revolution, brought 
on Taxes and Clogs; and our Wars, on the fame Account, neceſ- 
ſarily brought on a Stagnation. France, during theſe Wars, was 
forced upon a M oollen Manufacture for her own Uſe, and this Ne- 
ceſſity brought her acquainted with the Sweets of this Branch of 
Trade; fo that ſhe ſoon extended her Views, and became our Ri- 
val at foreign Markets. 
: 2 


. Pf It ſeems, then, that we may date the Declenfion of our 
Trade from the R——2 ? | | 
Earn. Without any doubt; but the Security of Religion and 


Liberty was an Obje& of far greater Concern than— 
Jed. Religion and Liberty! Ha, ha! Look for the ff! — 2 


the B—:, and the latter — where you can find it.— Well, for 


theſe Fevuell, which are locked up ſafe in the ſtrong Boxes of good 
Rulers, poor Trade has been forced to limp; and yet one might 
hope, that after the general Peace it would have recovered its Pace. 
Earn. The virtuous Q. Anne lived too ſhort a Time after that 
Peace, to ſet Matters right.— 

Feſt. Right, quotha! Mr. Farne, if you would keep your 
Lugs, name not the Word any more. I can't bear the Sound of 
it ; err its Room by Wrong, and you will ſpeak Truth and 

nſe. 

Earn. Well then; Wrong, if you will have it fo, have all our 
Meaſures, with regard to Trade, been for many a long Year— 
Fa. With regard to Trade! Shew me where. our Meaſures have 
been otherwiſe with regard to any thing elſe, and you ſhall ſubſti- 
tute Right inſtead of Wrong all your Life long. 
| Earn. My Power, alas ! is too feeble to attempt ſubſtituting one 


Thing for another; but Meong has been done to our Trade, both 


here at home and in our Colonzes. At home, it has been hampered, 
cl , tortured and flea'd by Taxes, Laws, Embargoes, and a 
thouſand Reſtraints: And in our Colonies, by indigent, weak and 
w——d Governors; for the moſt part, by Auditors, Agents, Du- 
ties, Exactions, Depredations, and unnatural Reftraints : And both 
at home and abroad, ſince the War particularly, by Interdictions 
and Captures, which might partly, at leaſt, be prevented, if ſome 
Men were but commonly Sone. 
Feſt. Oh, that precious Gem, the Var! 

Earn. As it has been managed, it has turned out to be a natio- 
nal Curſe. | 

Fel. Did you expect it was deſigned to be a Bleſſing? Did you 
ever know a Man forced to do any Thing againſt his Grain, per- 
form it as he ought ?—My Comfort is, that I hope the M r, 
who chiefly co dudted the War againſt his Grain, will be forced to 

ay for his Management with his brazen H—d ; and that, I am 
ure, will be againſt the Grain. | 
Earn. If a Man ſhall be found to have hand-cuffed our Admirals 
and Generals, to have protracted Supplies of Men, Ships and 
Stores; in ſhort, to have purpoſely clogged our Affairs, that we 
may be tired of the War, and wiſh for any Convention or Peace he 


| ſhould make for us: If ſuch a one there be 


Feſt. If ſuch a one there be When a Man is in honeſt Com- 
pany, I can't bear Doubis, I hate your /5,—'Sdeath ! Is it a 
| 7 F2 Doubt, 


Doubt, that the brave Gf. was ſent out to be ſacrif—d? that he 
had neither Men or Ships ſent along with him ſufficient to attack 
the Hawvannah or Carthagena, the only Places which, in our Hands, 
would make Philip truckle to at once? Is it a Doubt, that the firſt 
Seaſon was entirely loſt for want of ſuch Power in that Admiral's 


; + Hands, or that the next was loſt for want of timely Supplies? Is 
it doubtful, whether our Men were ſacrificed before Carthagena, or 


that the Place would have been taken, if it had been attacked two 


Months ſooner ? Is it a Doubt, that it might have been attacked 


much earlier, if it had not been deſigned from home that the Project 
ſhould become abortive ? Is it a Doubt, that raw Troops were ſent 
on that important Service, whilſt -we had Veterans kept at home 
to awe and intimidate? Is it then a Doubt, that unexperienced 
General; were ſent, whilſt the experienced were kept at home, be- 
cauſe they had Seats in Pt, or were in Friendſhip with the great 
Remora? Is it a Doubt, that tho' it was known we had loſt three 
fourths of oar Land-forces in that curſed Climate, yet that not 
above Three thouſand Men were ſent this Year? Is it a Doubt, 
that no Officers of Experience, or even of common F—e, have 
been ſent this Year ; tho? it be notorious, that moſt of our Officers 
were dead, and that the ſuryiving are not equal to the important 
Command ? | * 

Is it doubtful, that Mr. Hadzoc+ has done nothing for near four 
Years that he has been abroad ? Is it a Doubt, that he might have 
burnt and deſtroyed the Coaſt of Spain, if he had Orders ſo to do? 
or that he would have prevented the late Junction of the French and 
Spaniſh Fleets, if he had been ordered or reinforced? Oh, the 
damned louſy Breeches! curſed Breeches, and N—t—y ! ]s it a 
Poubt, that Spain lately conyoyed Two hundred Sails of Tranſports, 
and 15,000 Forces, Horſe and Foot, from Barcelona to Italy, with 
ſo deſpicable a Force as three Men of War only? and that the joint 
Fits haye conyoyed a ſecond Tranſportation, in the Sight of our 

and-cuffed Admiral? Ignominious Sight! Ignominious Admiral, 
that would not lay down, rather than be the Tool of any Paraſite / 
Paſtard Engliſiman, that would act a diſhonourable Part, out of 
Conſideration to any foreign Breeches, Miniſters, or even ? 
Is it a Doubt, that the Houſe of Auſtria is ruined, the Balance of 


Power deſtroyed, the Proteſiant Religion and the Liberties of Eu- 


rope in Danger, by our Conduct fince the good Erglih Queen's 
jy Is it a Doubt, that France now gives the r_ all over 
urope, rivals us in Trade, and bids fair for univerſal Monarchy ? 


And is it any Doubt, that we had the Power to clip her Wings, and 


keep her as low as Q. Anne left her? Is it a Doubt, that if we 
had no foreign Concern, no Breeches, France would be now in nq 
Condition to enſlave Mankind? Is it a Doubt, that our Debts are 
pnpaid, ogr Taxes inſufferable, and our Trade decayed ? or that we 
\ are 


— 
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are hampered by penal Laws, ſucked dry by Treafi ont of 
Drones, go frighted and ſcarred by 1 4 Fs it a 


Doubt, that Liberty, my dear Country, and my much honoured 


 —— Oh, my Friend! I can no more; my Strength fails, my Spi- 


rits my Speech 
Earn. The honeſt Creature has hurried himſelf beyond his 
Strength Reſt will compoſe his Spirits, put into too rapid a Mo- 


tion by his Concern for his Country. Good Man! how few are 


there like him, who have ſuch a true Regard for their parent Soil ? 
The preſent Generation, for the moſt Part, are as lukewarm and 
indifferent towards their Country, as towards Religion and Pofterity— 
Strange, that rational Beings, Men of Reading, that know they owe 
their preſent Freedom to the Virtue of their Anceſtors, ſhould be 


_ o regardleſs of Poſterity as we daily ſee them! What would 


is Generation be, had the 4a taken no more Pains than the pre- 


| ſent to check the Encroaches of Power ?. Or what will be the Con- 
dition of the next, ſhould the glorious ſtruggling Band either ſlaclen 


or fail in their virtuous Attempts to reſtore each of their Fellow- 
ſubjects to his Birthright, and to Liberty, to Affluence, to Eaſe, and 
Happineſs ? —But my Friend ſeems to labour under ſome uncom- 
mon Weight— | 
Feſt. By all my Hopes it muſt not be Britannia bow to France! 
May I ſooner be buried under the Ruins of this fair Clif, than 
live to ſee that fatal Day ! f 

Earn. His honeſt Mind is ever employed about his Country. 
How is it, my Friend? You ſeem diſmayed : What has cauſed 
this ſudden Tranſport of your Mind ? 

TFeft. Oh, Mr. Earneſt, ſuch a Sight— 

Earn. Illuſion, my Friend— 

Feſt. Illuſion, or Viſion, or what elſe you are pleaſed to call it, 
the latter Part of it was the moſt ſhocking my Eyes ever beheld, or 
my Brain conceived, Tis 2 the whole was owing to my 
deep Concern for my dear Country, and your Picture of Britannia 
by the ingenious H—g—th— 

- Methough I was on Dover Clif? c_ my Eyes, with a Mix- 

ture of Contempt and Pity, on the ſaw 

bouring Shore; when I heard the ſhrill, but ſweet Sound of Trum- 

pu behind me, which drew my Attention and Eyes that Way. 
hold here a Sight to gladden the Heart of an Anchorzte, of any 

Man but a venal wretched Pen ſioner or P—e—n, or Tool to a Mr, 

or—. High above an adoring Crowd, was Britannia raiſed and 


ſeated on an Imperial Throne, ſupported by a Lion and Unicorn, 


and adorn'd with Trophies and Emblems of Victory, Power, Peace, 
Plenty, Liberty, Concord and Piety. On every Side of her ſtood 
Crowds of her Sans and fair Daughters, with Content in their Fa- 
des, and buſily employ'd in all Sorts of Trades and G 
| ; u 


nhabitants of the neigh- 
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| Faſt before the Throne was a Woman, in a Royal Robe beſpangled 
with the Arms of France, on one Knee, in a ſuppliant Poſture, of- 
® fering a blank Scrowl with one Hand, for Britannia to write what 
ſhe pleaſed, and, with the other, preſenting a kneeling Youth, in a 
Spanih Habit, who laid a Regal Crown at Britannia s Feet. Next 
to theſe was a Youth, who, by his Dew-lap, I knew to be the late 
as receiving an Imperial Crown, and many Regal Crowns 
and Ducal Coronets, from the Hand of Britannia. Near him was 
| * & burly Man, a Dutch Cheeſe in one Hand, and a Paper in the o. 
ther, on which were the Plans of ſeveral Fortreſſes, which I knew 
to be pres, Namure, and the Reſt of the Barrier Towns in the 
Netherlands. This Paper, Mynheer Fromage received from Britan - 
nia with low Coupee's. Behind the Dutchman was a Crowd of Swedes, 

Danes, Poles, Electors and other Princes of the Empire, the Depu- 
ties of the Hans Towns, Italian Princes, and the Deputies of bakas 
Republicks, all bowing to Britannia, and gratefully owning their. 
Freedom to be the Gift of her Power and Generoſity. The Duke 
of Savoy ſtood near her, ſubmiſſively receiving a Regal Crown from 
her bountiful Hand. Gratitude, Awe and Reverence were ſeen in 
every Eye, and painted on every Brow—Orn- one Hand, the Shore 
was covered with Merchants, Seamen and Labourers ; ſome ſhip 
ping off the Manufactures and Products of the Land, and others 
unloading the Products of both the Indies, and all the World beſides. 
The adjacent Sea was covered with Ships of different Nations, which 
Jower'd their Top- ſails, and ſaluted a gallant Brizzh Fleet, which 
rid at Anchor in the Downs. High on the Summit of the Cliffs 
ſtood the glorious Ruler of the Land, array d in all the ſplendor oF 
Royal Majeſty. She, benign Princeſs, ſmiled to ſee the happy Ef- 
ſects of her Power and Conduct, and the Bleſſings of her People. 
She was ſurrounded by a venerable Crowd of Prelates, Nobles and 
Counſellors; and ſhe and they were guarded by a gallant Troop of 
Warriors, with true martial Air and Mien. Among the firſt, I 
could perceive' Sharp, Dawes, Compton, and Robinſon, Godolphin, 
Buckingham, Cooper, Harcourt, Holt, and Trevor] and amongtt the 
latter, the great Marlborough, Argyle, Temple, Stair, Orrery, Webb, 
Withers, Rook, Leake, and Shovel. Near the virtuous Queen ſtood 
the Figures of Liberty, Concord, Piety and Religion ; and at a ſmall 
Diſtance, a Church crowded with Men and Women, zealouſly of- 
fering up their Vows to Heaven for the Safety of their tender,  af- 
ſectionate Sovereign. The true Mother of her Countrymen and Sub- 
jects held a Cornucopia in one Hand, and a Balance equally poiz'd 
in the other; and at her Royal Feet lay Heaps of Coin which was 
liberally diſtributed by hex Orders, by the Figure of Charity, to the 
Weak, Old, and Indigent. _ 8 
Earn. A glorious reviving Scene! 


J. But f00p, too foon i aa and behold one of Horror 
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and r in its ſtead, The Sky o'ercaft, mes 
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Blood in my Veins, and threw me into Fright and Deſpair. As ſoon 
' as I had Power to ſee whence the horrid Sound I heard p 


by their Dreſs and _—_—— : I found my ſelf near a Throne, 
In which fat a Woman, crown'd and rob'd in a Royal Mantle, em- 
broider'd with Flowwer-de-Luces. In her right Hand ſhe held a 
Scourge; in her left, Chains, which reached to the No/es of all about 
her, except a Man who ſtood near her in a Spanif Habit, crown'd, 

his Garment embroider'd with Lilies and Flower-de-Laces.. 


three Youths in Span; Dreſſes, who ſtood near him; and in the 
other, he held the Beak of a Ship, adorned with an Ezg/i6 Lion, 
with a Chain about his Neck. At = Foot of the Throne lay a Spread 
Eagh, which was cut up in Pieces by a Cardinal, and diſtributed a - 
bout as the Lady in the Throne diręcted. Among the Crowd. 
who claim'd a Share of this Royal Bird, there was a young, Lady 
with a comely, but dejected Aſpect; but neither her Threats, nor 
Tears prevailing, ſhe was forced to be contented with the Tail. I 
could perceive, ' that in this Diſtribution, the old Carver flily 


mation of her Diſintereſtedneſs but a Moment before. Befare the 
Throne ſtood many Men, ſome with Regal Crowns, ſome with 
Ducal Coronets, who agreed to put an Iperial Crown on the Head 
£5 middle-aged Man, with his Hands'ty'd behind him. Theſe, 
as the whole multitude, had Chains from their No/es to the 
Mone, with this Difference only, that the Chains of ſome were 
Gold, ſome of Silver; ſome heavier, ſome. lighter; and the Chain 
one particularly was ſtudded with Diamonds. He was a young 
Man, wore a Regal Crown, and had a lach Eagle emboſs'd on his 


trembling 3 but upon the Queen's giving him Aſſurance that the 
young Hero ſhould not tread upon his Toe, he agreed not only to wear 
a Chain, but to be ſh—r upon by a Cock that ſtrided on his brauny 
Queen on many Occaſions, and particularly, in frighr ning a-middle- 
aged Man, /pale-faced, and full-ey'd, what the Vulgar call gogle- 
'd, into a Fit; out of which, as ſoon as he was recovered, he 
ned, with a trembling Hand, a Parchment handed to him by a 

h Fencing-maſter. | | 59 FE 
All this Scene pave me no other Concern, but what aroſe from 
general Compaſſion ; but the next who approached the Throne, af- 


tannia, I became all Anguiſh, all Rage and Deſpair. Britannia, 
| who, but a little before, gave Laws to the known World, without 
_ | | 4 _ uling 


| ht L heard the Clangor of harſh Inſtruments, which chill'd the 


behold the whole Plain was covered with a Multitude, moſtly Stran- 


his Monarch diftributed with one Hand, three Regal Crowns to 


dropt a Ving into the Queen's own Pocket, tho” ſhe made Procla- 7 


Robe. Juft behind this dazzled young Monarch, ſtood a Dutchman. 


Shoulders. I ſaw that the ſame young Hero was of Uſe to the. 


ter this Ceremony of ſigning the Parchment, being the dear Bri- 


* 


ie fell” proſtrate at 
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1 . which Fung Bod Yer 1 uſeleſs Jau 
ayer id 1 I aft my Byes on a OY 
NM rie food on an Eminence behind me. Here L l/ th IVY 
ee Man, who led up the Mou eee the 4 
| - fax — cloſe 3 ir ofgBreeches 302 18 left . 8 

 embols'd, bite, an Elephant, 'Ca 1. or 

| his Right-band he held a \ Pa Fi 

e au Chak | | 


| Uim | 8 
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dende was quite at an end = fo I oe 
Friend, therefore, farewel. We ſhall ſoon ſer Beru virmuogl 
Sbduntry Patriots will imj 2 . precious Venens . 
Are become popular ani rful from the good h 
Fellow-ſubject; and we they not anſwer, thy mt 
© Earn We are an without Reſoarce—= 22 

* - T dread the Event — Cufſe on AmibiHon? Cai 
or rather, the Curſe of Curſes, "red 
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| Pell Id jekts 1 lo? « You 0 Lin. 


5 5 2 2 Wolde, yet an Opportunity; 
g | — 45 the 4 


8 Patriots Efiartc-of. the ghrious By a, 7 truly Real 1 * 
„ ir. aue) 40 ſecure to you and ofertty the quiet 2 
ment of your Religion and Liberties, if you are not gσιπ 


2 Te *- «yourſelves, but wilLexert the ancient Vigour-of thee 


a — 2 tion; but I tell you 1 my. Fare 8 do not, v 5 1 
. Occafon, you bave e hen to hope Aro * Bay 


